





a. # 


CONTENTS | 


Sitting With Mrs. J. M. Grant | 


Experiments in Materialization With < ; ‘ 
.M. Franek Kluski es te “me. n ovine Gree o 


ee 


Is the Possession of “—Psychical” Faculty’ ° Big 
Pathological? 6.0. eee ‘WALT # aon, h.D 


The Conversion,of Mr. Price...) «<4 
Book Review—After Death. (Camnitle Flammigiot) © nh es 


| "Tm amen os 
News and Reviews a be tab x Petar cot ey 9. 3! 


Books Received ...2. . 
The Editor’s Page .° . 


The American Society for Peychical Research « 
Business Notices“. - ; 


se. - 





Pabliheg ees Entered iad, et Post Ohi at ae a Sige | é 





ae 


<< » 


a 





i wy 


a aoe 
. _ 
~ 4 


- 


ae) 


"AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 
_ ~PSYCHICAL RESEARCH, Inc. 








Room 316 - 44 East 2ard- Street, New York. Tel. Ashland 1843 
BOARD OF TRUST EES : 
Freperick EpWARDS....:..../¢...00...- President. and Editor 
Joun I. D. Bristow... 2.6... eee ie Vice-President 
CRWOON SURI E ee. Pi Sige rine. sake Sect Pere he ete Treasurer 
Mines M. DAWSON. «2.0.0. 606 oe eee cece ede ees Counsel 
CHartes M. BaLpwin George H. Hystor, M.D. 


Weston D. Barter, M.D. 
Tirus Burn, M.D. 


WaLpEemMaR KaEMPFFERT 





STAFF 


WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 


GrertrupEe OGpENn TuBBY 


tee ee 


.. Principal Research Officer and 


Associate Editor 


:. Secretary to the Board of Trustees 


and Associate. Editor 


“PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. Theinvestigation of alleged 
telepathy, visions and appari- 
tions, dowsing, monitions, ‘pre- 
monitions,~ automatic ‘writing, 
and other forms-of automatism 
(as speaking, drawing, etc.) psy- 
chometry, coincidental dreams, 
clairvoyance and clairaudience, 


_- predictions, physical phenomena 


sounds), 


{such as “materialization, tele- 
kinesis, repping and © other 

and in short, all types 
of . mediumistic and metapsy- 
chical phenomena. 


2.. The ‘collection, ~ classifica- 
tion, study and publication of 
reports dealing with the phe- 
nomena designated above from 
first hand acquaintance and 


seemingly in good faith. Mem- — 


bers: especially, but also mon- 
members, are asked to. supply 
data or to give information 


where such may be: obtained. 
Names .connected with. phe- 
nomena must be supplied, but 
on request these will be treated as 


sacredly ~and perpetually con- 


3. The formation of a Library 
on. all subjects embraced in 


: psychical research, «and -border- 


ing thereupon. Contributions 
of books and periodical files will 
be welcomed and acknowledged 
in the JouRNAL. 


4. Encouragement of the for- 
mation of local groups. in all 
parts of the country which will 
co-operate with and report to 
the American Society; and espe- 
cially the encouragement of 
qualified individuals disposed to 
give attention to investigation 
with like co-operation. 
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SITTING WITH MRS. J. M. GRANT * 
BY FREDERICK EDWARDS 


Time. 1 P. M., Tuesday, April 24, 1923. 

Prace. At her apartment, 144 IUluntington Avenue, Boston, 
Mass. 

Sirrer. Mrs. Frederick Edwor’s. 

Mepium. Elderly widow; professional: long in the work; small 
fee. 

Recorper. Frederick Edwards. Verbatim notes, made during 
the sitting, as usual. 


CIRCUMSTANCES 


My sitting with Miss Cross had teken plece in New York, on 
Friday, April 20th. I left New York on Sunday, April 22nd, 
reaching Boston in the evening, where I put up at a hotel. My 
wife and daughter were expected in the morning and I was at the 
dock by five o’clock in a drizzling rain. The boat was four 
hours late. | 

I took them to the hotel, and, after breakfast, in our room, 
read them the Cross record. We spent the day shopping in Bos- 
ton, and then went to the suburbs, to dine and spend the night 
with an old friend. 

We left the house at ten in the morning, for Boston, to finish 


* Copyright, 1923, by Frederick Edwards. 
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394 SITTING WITH MRS. J. M. GRANT 


our shopping. Before we separated I called up Mrs. Grant and 
asked for a sitting, without giving my name or any details. She 
told me to come at one. We arranged among ourselves that my 
wife should be the sitter and I should take the record. 

Then we went our several ways; my wife to finish up her lists 
before the sitting; the daughter and I to make some common 
heavy purchases for the summer, and then, we, too, separated 
for our individual enterprises, to save time. 

A few minutes before one I met my wife on the street corner 
and we rang Mrs. Grant’s bell. When she greeted us at the door, 
she said to me, in a puzzled way, “ Have I not seen you before? ” 

* Have you?” I replied casually. 

“It seems so,” she said, still puzzled. “I seem to remember 
your face. But I see so many and sit for so many.” 

The reader may say she remembered more than she confessed, 
and have a right to his suspicion. I had had three sittings with 
Mrs. Grant in October, 1922. Some time I hope to print them. 
They were just as good as this and I was a total stranger to her 
then. However, most of the material in this sitting is fresh; my 
son is the common background; that is all. We must remember, 
moreover, that she is an old medium, seeing many people every 
day, and it is not likely she remembers them all, though it may be 
that her subconsciousness registers more than her consciousness. 
There is evidence in this sitting, however, that it did not save her 
from serious muddling over the relation of the soldier to me. 

I told her the lady would be the sitter, without indicating 
anything more, or showing an unusual familiarity. The medium 
accepted this as a matter of course; but seriously objected when 
I said I wished to remain and take notes. Her objection was not 
to the notes, but to the presence of a third person. She said it 
mixed things up and the work was not satisfactory. I, however, 
soothed her down by saying that I would sit in a corner, behind 
her, and not say a word, and so on, and proceeded to do it. She 
accepted the situation and sat down, back to the window and me, 
with my wife in front of her. 

It seemed to me that the fact that I took notes ought to have 
recalled me to her, as I had done so before. Of course, I do not 
know how many other stters do the same thing; but I have the 
impression that it is rather unusual. She paid no attention to it, 
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however, and seemed absorbed in her business. I was on my 


guard, 
MENTAL BACKGROUNDS 


My mental backgrounds were the same as with Miss Cross, 
plus her sitting and what had happened since. I had met my 
family and been out to see an old friend, in a place that had many 
associations. Moreover, my wife was present, and, with her, all 
her personal backgrounds; more recently of Florida and the voy- 
age. But this is to be emphasized—we were all orientated to- 
wards our summer home, where we spend six months of the year. 
Its long memories, dormant for six months, were reviving. As 
matters of background, expectation, association and emotional 
interest, they ought to be drawn upon in great detail. We were 
forgetting what was behind; pressing on to what was before us, 
and the details that it involved were many. 

The medium asked the sitter for something to hold, and she 
gave her a ring from her finger. She had never asked me for 


anything to hold, in my sittings, and I could not see that it had 
any effect. 


TEXT—VERBATIM 


PART I 


A 


(Pause; rubs her face. 
Medium. I see some of your friends. Have you had readings 
before? 


Mrs. E. A few. 

Medium. You are psychic. You have the forces around you. 

A young man stands beside you . . . in uniform. 

He looks at you enquiringly. 

There is a close relationship between you. 

He looks very happy. 

He doesn’t tell me who he is yet; maybe he’ll get strength. 

He looks between twenty and twenty-five. (Pause. 
B 


Medium. There is an old gentleman with him. 





396 SITTING WITH MRS. J. M. GRANT 


He is elderly, and walks with a cane. 
These two are related. 
The young man is in uniform; the old man isn’t. 
They talk together. ( Pause. 
C 
Medium. Strange! There’s a lady who comes. 
They are all closely related to you. 
D 

Medium. This young man says, “ Mother!” 

He is very anxious. 

He is your son. 

He was wounded in the war . . . or killed . . . or went out 

suddenly. 

Were you killed, spirit? (Addressing the spirit. 
* No,” he says, “ I’m not dead!” 

Ile says,—* Fred.” 

*T come, mother, when you look at my picture and shed 

tears.” 

‘You don’t do that so much now.” 

He’s a wonderful boy. 

Hie hasn’t been over long. ( Pause. 


PART IT 
A 
Meclium. There’s a gentleman, now, who has not been gone 
lone. 
Hie is up in years . . . not so very old . . . sixty or so. 
Ife is weak yet. 
The vonng man holds this one up. 
It is only a short time since he left. 
He looks as if he were asleep, even now. 
The yourg man is holding him. (Pause. 
B 
Medium. I see something about * New York!” 
That you will have to go there. 
This young man is very much interested. 
He says,—* Everything will come out all right!” (Pause. 


C 


Medium. This man, who went out! ... 
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His hair was thin in front . . . over the forehead! 
He went out suddenly . . . heart! 
Your boy is a beautiful soul. 
He is very active. 
This man is taller than the boy. 
The boy has to talk for him. 
The young man keeps saying, “ Dad... Dad! . . . Come 
Dad!” 
This man has passed within two months. 
The boy says,—* Dad is very weak. I can’t get him to talk!” 
This man did not understand much about this matter of 
- communication. — 
He was very religious . . . in a church way. 
But he didn’t understand about the communication between 
the two worlds. 
Conan Doyle is right. 
That boy looks at me and smiles. 
His eyes look right through you. ( Pause. 
D 
Medium. This Aunt Mary! 
She is not your sister; but she may be a sister by marriage. 
The old man went out many years ago. 
I see John written here in gold letters. 
E 
Medium. Would the last letter of the man who passed away 
recently be * A”? 
Mrs. E. No. 
Medium. 'Then it isa “V.” It’s either an “A” ora “ V.” 
Sometimes you get things upside down. You see them that 
way. (Pause. 
F 
Medium. The boy wants to talk about a spirit of the same 
name as his . 
Uncle Frank or Uncle Fred .. . 
This one may be on earth. ( Pause. 
G 
Medium. Do you know anyone by the name of Vernon? 
It isn’t right ... 
But it looks something like that... 
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They look at me and smile. 

You have to catch it . . . it goes by so quickly . . . like a 
flash! 

(The door into the hall blew open at this moment and I rose 
to close it. The landlady was outside to say that a lady was 
waiting for a sitting. Mrs. Grant replied that she would have to 
wait until we got through. This made a break, and, I dare say, 
hastened the end of our sitting. She now talked to Mrs. Edwards 
a little about her rheumatism, which was not obvious, since she 
was gloved. My wife made simple, kindly replies, but entirely 
non-committal. Then the medium settled down and began again.) 


H 

Medium. Your boy is so happy in bringing this other man 
here. 

He calls him “ Dad.” 

He points to a small picture that one of you has. 

It is about so big. 

(She indicates the size of a small photograph, a few inches 
each way. I have a number of such in my pocket book; perhaps 
a dozen; on some of them my son appears; but not alone. There 
are many other persons in the collection. I desire to see if she 
can follow this lead and make anything more of it. So I speak; 
meanwhile thinking of the various pictures.) 

Edwards. Yes. (I spoke very quietly, with a slightly rising 
inflection. ) 

Medium. Would this gentleman with him be a relative? 

There is a confused condition here . . . 

This man is not his father. 

This man is big and professional looking . . . 


A doctor . . . or something... 
He went just like that! (Snaps her fingers.) 
I 


Medium. (Turning suddenly to me.) Are you the father of 
this boy? 

Edwards. Yes. (I want to see her reaction to the discovery 
of the blunder she has been making.) 

Medium. Thisman.. . he thought a great deal of this boy. 

(Turning to my wife.) Have you any question to ask? 
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Mrs. E. No. (Then, recollecting.) Who is the old 


gentleman ? 
Medium. He says “ Grandfather.” . . . Your father. 


(Long pause. 
PART III 
A 


Medium. This young man is very anxious to meet a young 
woman on the earth. . .! 


Wife, friend, sister... 

I don’t know... 

It may be a sister. ( Pause. 
B 

Medium. Do you know anyone named Jonathan? 

Mrs. E. You work on that. 

Medium. Are you man and wife . . . you two? 

Mrs. E. Yes. 

Medium. I thought so. 

He took out pictures from his pocket and pointed to you two. 
C 

Medium. Do you know Arthur? 

An old chum! 


He says,—“ I go to see him often. He missed me so much 
when I went.” 


D 

Medium. He says something now about a gold watch. 

It’s hard for me to hear . . . I have such a cold. (Pause. 
E 


Medium. He says,—* Tell mother Aunt Hannah is here and 
sends bushels of love.” 


That’s the way he puts it. 
F 
Medium. There is the spirit of a lady here. 
She is dressed like a Quaker. 
She is elderly, dignified, and prim. 
She comes close to you. (Addressing Mrs. E.) She knows 
you. 


She seems to come right out of that door (pointing to a door 
at her left). 


(Pause. 
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The group of relatives stands here (pointing to a spot behind 
my wife). 

Over her head is a big letter “ S.” 

She passes me and goes over to this man (meaning Jonathan 
and pointing out his position in the group). (Longer pause. 


PART IV 


A 
Medium. Did you ever lose a little baby? 
(Addressing my wife. 
Mrs. E. Yes. 
Medium. There is a beautiful little boy here. 
He went very young. 
He grows up; and comes over to the soldier boy. 
Your soldier boy has blue eyes. ( Pause. 
B 
Medium. You haven’t many on earth. 
You have one child on earth . . . a sister. 
They speak of her. 
She would be a good musician, or musical. 
She took music when she was young, but didn’t practise much. 
They are around that sister a good deal. ( Pause. 
Does that sister want to go away somewhere, to learn 
something? 
These boys are talking about it. 
Mrs. E. Had she better do it? 
Medium. She had better... 
She’s young . . . about twenty-one . . . isn’t she? 
Mrs. E. Older, I think. 
Medium. The two boys say she had better learn something. 
She ought to write under inspiration. 
She wants to go and learn something. 
These boys are talking about it and want her to do it. (Pause. 
C 
Mrs. E. What about Jonathan? 
Medium. He’s in spirit. 
He was not old when he went. 
He might be connected in your family. 
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He wasn’t your brother or uncle. 

Married in the family. 

I think it is the same party we have been talking about. 

(Here the telephone rang very loudly, just outside the door, 
and disturbed her. We had to wait until it was answered.) 

D 

Medium. Oh dear! Why don’t they go to the telephone! 

(When it had been attended to she said) 

Ella! Ellen! ( Pause. 


PART V 


A 

Medium. Here’s a little woman who comes .. . 

Not your mother ... (to my wife). 

She goes to this gentleman . . . (to me). 

She says,—*“ My boy!” 

The power is waning. ( Pause. 
B 

Medium. Do you know a lady ... an acquaintance... 

married ... 

Left a husband and two children .. . 

Named Esther? 

She died of cancer in the breast. 

If you don’t, you will when you think of it. 
C 

Medium. (To me.) Do you want to ask a question? 

Edwards. Where is sister? 

Medium. He says she is not far away. ( Pause. 
D 

Medium. Who is this middle-aged gentleman, who passed 

away so recently ... 

Closely connected with the family .. . 

Pneumonia, which turned into heart trouble? 

He’s not asleep, but weak. (Pause. 
E 

Edwards. Has the boy any message? 

Medium. He is so pleased to see his mother. 
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He comes closer, and says,—“ I was killed; but I’m all right. 
I was working for my country.” ( Pause. 


F 


Medium. You both will have to go to New York by and by. 
It has to do with books and papers. 


THE END 


In leaving, I told her it had been a very good sitting. 
There were two women and a man waiting in the small hall 
room, as we went out. 


COMMENTARY 


The psychological movement, identification, and interpreta- 
tion are so closely interwoven in this text, and the visions are so 
clear, that we can easily consider them all together. 


PART I 


A.—Vision. The medium sees a young man in uniform look- 
ing at the sitter enquiringly, and knows, in some way, that there 
is a close relationship between them; although, how she knows it, 
she does not say. One would like to ask her, but previous experi- 
ence has taught us that to do so at this juncture might destroy 
the vision. 

This young man does not tell her who he is yet ; and the reason 
she assigns is that he has not yet strength enough. By this she 
means undoubtedly, not strength in spirit, but in the conditions 
present in the room. As the Spiritualists say, “ The forces are 
not strong enough.” 

She judges, from his appearance, that he is between twenty 
and twenty-five years of age, and he looks happy. 

B.—She next describes an old gentleman who is with him, 
who is not in uniform, and who walks with a cane. She sees them 
talking together; and knows they are related, probably in the 
same way that she knows the young soldier to be related to the 
sitter. 


C.—A lady now enters. There is no further description of 
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her; but the medium again says to the sitter, “ They are all 
closely related to you.” 

We have now a stage with three figures on it, the young sol- 
dier accompanied by the old gentleman, and joined by the lady; 
all forming a closely related group. 

It is to. be remembered, throughout, that my wife is the sitter, 
over against the medium; while I am behind the medium, out of 
her range of vision, keeping very still, and taking the notes. I 
am most anxious that the lady shall have the reading and not I. 

D.—Thus far no word has been spoken, but now the “ forces ” 
are strong enough and the young man speaks. 

“ Mother!” 

“ He is very anxious,” says the medium; and then, positively,— 
“He was wounded in the war, or killed, or went out suddenly.” 

“ Were you killed, spirit? ” 

“No,” he says, “ I’m not dead.” 

Then he gives his name,—* Fred.” 

“IT come, mother, when you look at my picture and shed tears. 
You don’t do that so much now.” 

Conceding that this last, about the picture, may be medium- 
istic embroidery, after she has made sure of her warp; there are 
a good many facts here that are not embroidery. Soldier; son; 
wounded, killed, or went out suddenly; not over long; named 
Fred. 

All these things are true, in every detail. Supposing she drew 
a long bow at a venture, and told this woman she had lost a son 
who was a soldier, it is not guessing when she says his name 
is Fred. 

On Memorial Day, 1923, I visited the Gettysburg battlefield. 
There were three others in the party; one of them, I am told, 
ranks among the leading trial lawyers in Pennsylvania. From 
there we drove to Blue Ridge Summit and dined in a strange 
house. There were eight at table, among them a Baltimore me- 
dium, who had just come up for a rest, and to whom we were not 
introduced. I sat at her right and the conversation was general, 
none of us betraying who we were, where we had come from, or 
where we were going. While the meal was in progress, however, 
the medium leaned over and said to me in a low tone,— 
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* Who is this young soldier, whom I have seen near you two 
or three times since we have been sitting here? ” 

I made some non-committal reply, but the lawyer across the 
table heard us and took up the conversation. The medium there- 
upon turned her attention to him and transferred the soldier to 
him. He manifested concern and led her on, while I dropped out. 

We left them at table together and when I saw him after- 
wards I enquired as to the results. 

* Nothing. The woman is a humbug. I never had a son who 
was a soldier.” 

** How do you explain it? ” I asked. 

“ Why,” he replied, “it is simple enough. It is easy to sur- 
mise that men of our age, who betray an interest in this subject, 
have lost sons in the war.” 

And yet he hadn’t, and it left unexplained how she saw the 
soldier first with me, and then, before the impression was cleared, 
transferred it, with her attention, to him. 

An easier explanation would have been that Miss Cross told 
her; for she was at the table. But this would not explain how 
Miss Cross got the soldier for me in New York. I became con- 
vinced later in the day, from further evidence that I will print, 
that Miss Cross was quite truthful and honest and had told 
nothing. If the Baltimore medium had been primed, she would 
not so readily have transferred her certainty about me to the un- 
certainty of the lawyer. 

There is, however, another factor in the case before us. 

On Sunday, October 22, 1922, I had my first sitting with 
Mrs. Grant, alone. In my room at the hotel I picked her name 
at random from a list of mediums nearly two columns long, ad- 
vertising in a local Spiritualist paper, and called her over the 
telephone. She said she was going into the country for the day, 
but would give me a sitting at seven o’clock that evening. It is 
needless to add that I did not give her my name, location, or any 
particulars about myself. I had not even made my presence in 
the city known to my friends. 

At that sitting, in what I have numbered as section seven, I 
have recorded this: 

“ Medium. A young man comes 
twenties. 





a fine looking boy in the 
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* He went out very suddenly. 

“He goes down like that! And up again! To signify a 
quick death.” (She made a rapid down and up motion with 
her hand.)” 

I made no reply or look of recognition. Later on, without 
anything having been said or done meanwhile to furnish her with 
a clue, I asked this question, “ Has anyone gone over recently? ” 
having in mind a certain elderly person. 

I received this reply: 

Medium. “ The young man with your mother! 

He has been gone from two to four years. 

He is dressed in a uniform. 

He was a soldier. 

He might have been wounded and passed out. 

Was he a brother of yours? He looks like you. 

He was such a bright boy! 

Your mother looks at him with such a feeling of love. 

He was an officer—a captain or lieutenant. 

He looks at me and smiles and is so glad to be here with you. 

Your mother loved that boy! 

She passed out before he did. She says “I have been gone 
longer.” 

I see the big letter “ F ” over his head. Was it * FRED? ” 

There is much more of it; but this is enough. I do not wish 
to reveal any material unnecessarily. 

Now then! Has the medium today remembered this from 
October? If so, is it consciously or unconsciously? Further- 
more, why is she giving it to my wife? 

The suspicion that naturally occurs to the reader is that she 
has guessed the relationship from the beginning; but, for dra- 
matic purposes, she is not revealing her knowledge too soon. 

Possibly; but now follows something that had not even hap- 
pened last October. 





PART II 


A.—We have had vision, followed by speech; now speech and 
action continue with vision. She sees the soldier supporting a 
man who has not been gone long and who looks as if he were still 
asleep. He seems to be about sixty years of age. 
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How this is managed is not explained. It would seem as if 
the figure suddenly appeared, with my son supporting it, and, 
from what is said a little later, the two others also seem to be on 
the stage. 

There is, as yet, no identification. 

B.—She now says she “ sees ” something about “ New York.” 
Sometimes she hears, sometimes she sees, names. I came from 
New York yesterday. It is a wonder, if she is in telepathic com- 
munion with me, that she does not put it in the past tense rather 
than the future. Still I expect to return there, for a short while, 
in a month or six weeks. 

This young man seems to be interested and says “ Every- 
thing will come out all right.” Is this mediumistic inference or 
a real sensing of conditions? 

Note; she sees the name New York, but she hears the young 
man speak. Audition comes a little later than vision. 

I wonder why the young man does not say something about 
my sitting with Miss Cross last Friday! He seems to be the 
same person. 

C.—Now comes more detailed description. This man of 
sixty, or over, was not bald, but had thin hair in front, over the 
forehead. He went out suddenly, with some kind of heart failure 
at the end. He is taller than the boy and is so weak, or so un- 
used to communicating, that the boy has to talk for him. 

She says the boy keeps calling him “ Dad.” This is a strange 
camouflage if she already knows that I am the boy’s father. 

She next gets that the man passed out within two months. 

Then she says he did not understand much about this matter 
of communication; but was very religious—in a church way. 

Without keeping the reader in the dark too long, we may ask 
at this point, is there any basis of fact for all this? 

Yes. Shortly after the middle of January my brother-in-law 
died, not many miles from where we were sitting. I was in Flor- 
ida at the time and did not know of his sudden illness until I 
received a telegram, announcing his death. I was unable to 
attend the funeral. 

The necessity for an operation had arisen unexpectedly ; hos- 
pital pneumonia set in, followed by heart collapse. 

He was one of the few uncles whom my son had known per- 
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sonally and they were very fond of one another. He was a man 
over sixty, taller than the boy, with his hair thin over the fore- 
head, as she describes. 

He was, moreover, a strong Churchman, with many gener- 
ations of tradition behind him. From his boyhood he had sung 
in a choir, and was president of the men’s club, and active in ali 
church affairs up to the time of his death. He was a very relig- 
ious man, as she says, “in a church way,” and knew very little 
about this subject of communication between the living and the 
so-called dead. It had been brought to his attention, through 
experiences in his family; but he didn’t understand it and 
kept clear of it, although he was interested. 

I may possibly be able, now, to throw some light on the in- 
trusion of the reference to New York in the midst of this 
communication. 

I saw him last in October, and when I bade him good-bye I 
was on my way to New York, and from there to Detroit to 
lecture. I had told him of my election to the Board of Trustees 
of the American. Society and we had talked about it. This may 
look like telepathy from me, through some subconscious law of 
association, but it raises more questions than it answers. 

This man and I were related by blood as well as marriage, 
and had been brought up in the same locality. Although we had 
not been companions in boyhood, as he was older than I, we had 
much in common; and, as he had kept in much closer contact 
with the old home than I, whenever we met we had much to talk 
about. For two summers he had spent his holidays with me and 
I had seen him in October; why, then, if I am the source, does she 
not tap these living memories, rather than to present him in this 
dazed condition and tell me about the manner of his death, at 
which I had not been present. It rather shocked me, as it will 
the reader perhaps, to have a man of his intellectual vigor and 
straight habit of life appear in this way three months after his 
decease. 

Moreover, I was anxious to get a message for his family and 
to see if he could tell me of their whereabouts ; but, as the sequel 
shows, there was never a word. 

D.—Instead of continuing, as I expected, there is another 
curious interpolation, addressed to the sitter. “This Aunt 
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Mary! She is not your sister; but she may be a sister by mar- 
riage.” I suppose she refers to the woman who appeared on the 
scene at the beginning. If so, it is correct. My wife has a 
sister-in-law named Mary, who died some years ago. Moreover, 
she was the sister of my wife’s first husband. Here, then, is a 
double relationship in both instances. But this man and this 
woman never knew one another; I doubt if they ever heard of 
each other, and I never saw the woman but once. 

The medium then says of the old man who appeared that he 
went out many years ago and she sees John written in gold let- 
ters. My father’s name is John; he died many years ago and he 
used a cane. 

So then, apparently, my son comes on the scene with his 
grandfather; and then his aunt, on his mother’s side, joins them. 
Each branch of the family is represented, although they lived far 
apart and never met or corresponded in life. Then he leads in an 
uncle who died a few months ago near Boston. 

E.—There is now an effort to get through the uncle’s name. 
The last letter of his surname is not * A,” but it is next to the 
last, and the last is not pronounced. Furthermore, there are 
only two syllables in it, and the two vowels are “ A.” So the 
* A” sound is predominant. 

But the sitter says “ NO.” 

The medium then says it must be a “ V ”; that she sometimes 
sees things upside down. This may be an attempt to save her 
face; but, the fact is, the man’s middle initial is “ V.” 

F.—Now comes a curiously interesting mixup. She says the 
boy wants to talk about a spirit of the same name as his,— 
“Uncle Frank or Uncle Fred,” and then adds, to puzzle us still 
further, “ this one may be on earth.” 

There is no such uncle on earth. But I am on earth; and, 
my name is Fred. It is rather evident that the soldier, when he 
says “ Dad,” is addressing me all the time. He does not realize 
that I am not a sitter too, and not in the circle. But, to the 
medium, the lady is the sitter and I am out of it. When the 
soldier says “ Dad” it can mean only one thing to the medium, 
namely, the man he is supporting; for her sitter is a lady. It 
would look, therefore, as if the situation were dawning on the 
soldier and he is now trying to explain to the medium that the 
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man he is holding is an uncle, and the man he is addressing on 
earth is “ Dad—Fred.” 

But the situation is still further complicated by the fact that 
there is an Unicle Frank in spirit, who has often tried to com- 
municate. He, and the man the boy is supporting, are the only 
two brothers-in-law of mine, on my side of the house, who have 
passed over; they came from the same village and knew one an- 
other very well. They may both be present, although one is 
invisible. 

G.—The medium now asks the sitter if she knows anyone 
named “ Vernon ”; then says it isn’t right, but it looks something 
like that, and adds the interesting information that the names 
sometimes flash by so quickly that she has difficulty in reading 
them. 

This, once more, is evidently an attempt to get through the 
name, this time following the clue of the “ V.” His middle name 
was not Vernon, but it was a word of two syllables, beginning 
with “ V,” and something like it. But we always called him by 
his first name and so think of him. Of this there has been no 
hint. What then of telepathy from the sitter? 

H.—* Dad ” again. The medium still thinks the boy is ad- 
dressing the uncle, when it is just as probable that he means me. 
But I am in the background, out of the circle. 

There is now something said about a small picture that “ one 
of you has.” 

I am beginning to be drawn in. 

My wife has no such picture on her person; but I have a 
dozen in my pocketbook and on some of them my son appears, 
though not alone. Many of them have the old home as a 
background. 

I say “ yes” in a challenging, non-committal manner. It is 
the first time I have spoken and I wish to see if she will follow 
the clue and psychometrize the contents of my pocketbook. It 
contains no picture of the uncle. 

Nothing of the kind happens. She goes back to the man and 
begins to work out the relationship. He is a relative . . . there 
is a confused condition . . . he is not the boy’s father. 

Then she adds further details about his appearance. He is 
“ big, professional-looking, a doctor or something . . .” all of 
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which is true, save that he was not a doctor, though he might 
have been taken for one. 

I.—Then she swings to me suddenly and says,—‘“ Are you 
the father of this boy?” I answer “ Yes.” I want, without 
delay, to see what will happen. 

Nothing happens, that has any particular bearing on the 
situation. She remarks calmly that this man thought a good 
deal of this boy and then, dropping me and turning to my wife, 
says, “ Have you any question to ask?” It is a sign that this 
scene is closing for the time being. 

My wife replies in the negative; then, recollecting, adds, 
“ Who is the old gentleman? ” 

Medium. “ He says ‘ Grandfather,’ then she adds, for good 
measure, “ Your father,” which is evidently her own inference 
from “ grandfather,” as she was facing my wife and I was evi- 
dently not in mind. But my wife’s father never carried a cane 
and his name was not John; whereas both these pertain to my 
father; and “ grandfather ” stands. 

But where is telepathy from the sitter? 


PART III 


After quite a long pause she begins anew. 

The natural expectation is that she will now bring some of 
my relatives, seeing that I have been drawn in. At least, I have 
it in mind, but my thoughts are not fulfilled. 

A.—*“ This young man is very anxious to meet a young 
woman on the earth . . . wife, friend, sister . . . I don’t know 

. it may be a sister.” 

So it is to be the sister, is it, as it was in New York! Well; 
it is nothing unusual. 

But I am doomed once more to disappointment and telepathy 
from me fails. 

B.—Medium. “ Do you know anyone named Jonathan? ” 

Mrs. E. “ You work on that.” 

My wife was married before, and her first husband’s name, 
while not Jonathan, began with a “ J,” and had the same number 
of syllables in it. This “ sister” on earth is the daughter by the 
first marriage; so there is a logical connection between the intro- 
duction of “ sister” and “ Jonathan.” 
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The medium is evidently getting hold of this, for she asks 
next,— 


* Are you man and wife . . . you two?” 

Mrs. E. “ Yes.” 

My expectations are aroused. Will she unravel it? 

Medium. “TI thought so.” 

Naturally; as she has just learned that I am the boy’s father. 
“ He took out pictures from his pocket and pointed to you 


This is evidently harking back to the reference to the pictures 
a little while ago. I do not think my son carries pictures in his 
pocket in heaven; though it may be so. But I prefer to think this 
is symbolical and may have reference to something on earth; per- 
haps the pictures in my pocketbook. As I edit this, in June, I 
am moved to get the book and really see for the first time what 
pictures I have accumulated on various occasions and for various 
reasons. 

There are two family groups taken in Florida last winter; 
four older ones, taken at our northern home, on one of which the 
mother appears alone; on two the sister alone; and on one the 
brother and sister. There are three others dating much further 
back, concerning something entirely different. But if the me- 
dium has any knowledge of my pocketbook she might just as well 
read these as the others. 

On none of them appears Jonathan, or the uncle, although the 
reference to the pictures is associated with one or the other in the 
text. Evidently the first arises as a herald to the family rela- 
tions and the second continues it. 

I am now prepared to have either the pictures or their associ- 
ations followed up, as they have been introduced and I am think- 
ing about them. I don’t think my wife knows about them. 

But I am disappointed once more. 

C.—Medium. “Do you know Arthur ... an old chum? I 
go to see him often. He missed me so much when I went.” 

Certainly. This was one of the dearest friends of my son’s 
youth. I know of none who would be closer. He has often men- 
tioned his name in other communications, through other chan- 
nels, and since this sitting I have had a longer message, through 
another medium, that I am now verifying. But I have not seen 
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Arthur for ten years and he is introduced here through no asso- 
ciations in the context save the boy. 

The most likely explanation is that, coupled with his desire to 
communicate with his living sister there arises also in his mind the 
desire to communicate with his old chum. These are the only two 
instances in this sitting of a wish to get in touch with anyone 
outside of the room. In both cases they are singularly expressive. 

D.—The reference to the gold watch is incomplete. One 
might infer that he wished his watch to be given to Arthur,. 

E.—Medium. He says, “ Tell mother Aunt Hannah is here 
and sends bushels of love.” 

Aunt Hannah was a sister of “ Jonathan’s ” of whom he was 
passionately fond, so my wife tells me. My wife was very fond 
of her also. She survived “Jonathan” many years. Neither 
my son nor I knew her. 

F,—The Quaker lady. 

* Jonathan’s ” relatives were all Quakers, and the older ones 
wore the dress. There is lttle further to identify her; but the 
description would fit “ Jonathan’s ” mother, who lived until her 
children grew up, and was “ elderly, dignified, and prim.” She, 
too, wore the Quaker costume. My wife never knew her. 

“ Jonathan’s ” surname is “S,” and it would therefore be 
that of his mother. If this interpretation is correct we have 
* Jonathan,” with his sister and mother, present in one group, 


associated in an endeavour to communicate with the grand- 
daughter still living. 


PART IV 


A.—This is very closely related with the preceding and might 
be printed as a part of it. 

The medium asks a leading question of my wife, point blank. 
“Did you ever lose a little baby?” My wife foolishly answers 
“ yes.” 

What follows must therefore be charged up to fishing, only 
it is all wrong; she has no little boy in spirit who died young. 
What becomes, then, of telepathy from the sitter? 

But there is an association here, nevertheless. The little 
child was not born and did not live in the neighbourhood where 
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“ Jonathan” and his sister and mother resided. But she is 
buried there, beside “ Jonathan.” 

Only once or twice has there ever been reference to this child, 
and then but dimly; we cannot even count on it here. And yet 
the memories of the living are just as vivid in this instance as in 
others. Why are they not tapped? 

B.—Reference to this child leads to the living sister and this 
makes me think it was not altogether fishing, but that there was 
a veridical impulse behind it. All that is said here of the living 
sister is true and the mention of the music connects with what 
was said through Miss Cross in New York. 

But what about the “two boys”? There is only one boy in 
spirit. Is it possible that the visions are sometimes created by 
the medium herself, under veridical impression? That is to say, 
they are not always presented to her, like pictures on a screen, 
but through her, either as a thought form, or the form of an 
idea which finds expression in her, sometimes in audition, some- 
times in visualization, sometimes in impersonation. There are 
many illustrations in my notes to support this, though it may not 
be the general rule. But I find much in my own introspection to 
warrant the belief that it may be employed. I find many ideas in 
my mind that tremble on the verge of visualization and remain 
unvisualized. And yet I have a clear conception of them, and 
can describe them in detail; and then, if desired, visualize them 
faithfully. 

If this be so, then I should say that the medium had a veridical 
impulse, but that, under some unknown influence, probably that 
of the other boy, it took the form of a boy and maintained it, 
uncorrected by the actual knowledge of the sitters. Telepathy 
from them did not save her. 

C.—My wife now makes a deliberate effort to get something 
more definite about “ Jonathan,” but it is a failure in some re- 
spects and singularly successful in others. He was not old when 
he went; he was not her brother or uncle, and yet he was con- 
nected with her family and married into it. Why this round- 
about! Is it delicacy! If so, what is its source? 

D.—The telephone now interrupts, as it so often does. It 
ought to be abolished from any proximity to a séance room. 

“Ella! Ellen!” are too brief for identification. 
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A.—My mother now comes for a moment, but the power is 
waning. She has appeared through this medium very fully be- 
fore, although the latter does not seem to remember it or make 
use of her material. 

B.—Now comes something I was wholly unable to recognize 
at the time. But, as I edit these notes I ask myself the question, 
** What woman do I know who died of. cancer of the breast?” I 
can remember but one and then, to my astonishment, I recall that 
she left a husband and two children. 

But her name was not Esther. It was a word of two syllables, 
however, with the first syllable ending in “es” and the last syl- 
lable carrying the vowel sound of “e.” So there may have been 
a mistake in hearing it. 

The reason I did not identify it at the time was that it had 
nothing whatever to do with my mother and took me into the 
middle west, many years ago. They were dear friends of ours, 
and I buried her. 

C.—The boy’s sister is in Boston at the time. If telepathy 
works automatically, why does not the medium say so. There 
are private reasons, however, why the brother would not reveal 
her whereabouts more distinctly. 

D.—She returns evidently to the uncle, without making her- 
self clear. 

E.—Correct. 

F.—Last of all, another reference to New York. I know 
nothing about the future, and such, at present, is not my 
intention. 

It has, however, to do with “ books and papers.” 


STRUCTURE 


The dramatic structure of the text is apparent and may be 
plotted as follows: 
I 
Enter Soldier. 


Grandfather John, father’s side. Aunt Mary, mother’s side. 
Soldier’s greeting to his mother, with his name. 
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II 
Soldier introduces and supports an wncle, recently deceased. 
Message about New York. 
Description of the uncle. 
Names of the grandfather and aunt above. 
Effort to give the name of the uncle. 
Another uncle, Frank. 
Further effort to give uncle’s name. 
Reference to a picture in my pocketbook. 
Discovery of confusion and further description. 
My identity disclosed. 


III 
The Soldier wants to meet his sister. 

“* Jonathan,” the sister’s father, in spirit, referred to. 

Message to Arthur, the soldier’s old chum and sister’s friend. 
Spirit of the sister’s Aunt Hannah, Spirit of her Grandmother. 

Little baby. 
Description of the sister and advice. 
Description of Jonathan. 


IV 
Closing scenes. 
Spirit of my mother. Spirit of an old friend Esther. 
Reference once more to the uncle, recently deceased. 
Last message of the Soldier to his mother. 
Prophesy repeated about New York, with further detail. 
* * #* 


No one can say that this is haphazard. 

Look, for instance, at the composition of the groups. 

On my side,—my father, mother, and two brothers-in-law. 

On my wife’s side,—her first husband, his mother, and two 
sisters. 


But we are not the foci of the groupings. They center around 
the brother and the sister. 
It is as if he said, “I am going to bring to sister her rela- 
tives,—her father, her two aunts, and her grandmother, all on 
her father’s side. Then I am going to bring an equal number of 
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relatives on my father’s side,—my father’s mother to balance her 
father’s mother; I haven’t any father in spirit, so I will bring 
his father; and to balance sister’s two aunts I will bring two 
uncles, and since father has not any deceased brothers I will 
bring his two brothers-in-law. 

This arrangement may seem fanciful, but there it is. 

The brother brings as a background for himself four relatives 
on his father’s side, three men and one woman, all in spirit. 

He then brings as a background for his sister on earth, four 
relatives, all in spirit, three women and one man. The propor- 
tions of the sexes are the same, but they are reversed—three men 
for the brother; three women for the sister. 


* * * 


There sits the mother before the medium,—the august picture ~ 


of maternity. 

The drama centers around her son and her daughter. That 
is logical. 

But it then radiates and the two spirit groups are only re- 
lated to her through the men she has married. 

There is nothing of her own father and mother, brothers and 
sisters, grandparents, uncles and aunts. Her blood stream is not 
traced; her family relationships are not touched. 

Is it to be supposed that this happened just by chance, when 
there is so much evidence of design elsewhere? One would expect 
the medium to say somthing at least about the sitter’s father and 
mother. My father and mother came; I was out of the circle. 
Why not my wife’s? 

The only answer is that the arrangement was beyond our 
control and that of the medium. We were not drifting, and 
somebody else had done the planning. This thing was too elab- 
orate to have been extemporized. 


TELEPATHY FROM THE SITTER 


My wife is the sitter. 

Her soldier son appears immediately. Her maternal instincts 
are appealed to; all the floodgates of her memories are opened 
for the medium to enter in. What pictures of the baby, the boy, 
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the young man! What tender confidences! The “ bereavement ” 
complex is in full operation. 

With what result? 

The boy, after giving his name and a brief, tender greeting to 
his mother, appears supporting a lately deceased uncle and 
spends most of the time in trying to give his name and some 
perticulars about him. 

Does this look like telepathy from the sitter? 

As I write this comment at our home, in June, I say to my 
wife,—‘** Now pay attention; take time for your answer; and 
don’t confuse the issue with further questions. I want you to go 
back and find the last memory of when you saw the boy and 
uncle—together.” 

She thinks for some minutes and replies, “ I have no memory 
of ever having seen them together.” 

I say, “ Don’t you remember when the uncle used to come to 
our house in ?*? That goes back more than eighteen years. 

“T know he came; but I have no clear memories.” 

The fact is that, when the boy was small, the uncle and I lived 
not more than ten miles apart. But eighteen years ago I moved 


far away and, when the boy saw him occasionally afterwards, 
neither my wife nor I were present. 


Take the “ sister ” complex. 

My wife and she have always lived together. They had just 
come up on the boat together from the South and separated only 
a few hours before. If my wife is the source of the information 
would it not be natural to expect these memories to be tapped! 

But they are not. We get something about music, as I did in 





_ New York; about the spirits being around her; about automatic 


writing, which she does; and about her learning something. 
These are not my wife’s major interests or associations with her 
daughter. 

There is something very interesting about this “learning 
something.” It was only after this sitting that we discovered 
that the sister had spent a considerable portion of her time in 
looking up certain matters in which she particularly desired more 
teaching and experience, and had even made a journey to Cam- 


bridge for that purpose. Does this look like telepathy from 
the sitter! 
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THE DYNAMIC 


There is only one dynamic force here,—the soldier. The 
others float around like dream figures behind green glass. 

He it is who has assembled the company and marshals them 
across his stage. Today he has two main purposes to accom- 
plish. One is to do what he can for this uncle, just gone over; 
the other, as usual, is to get in touch with his sister, give her a 
message, and this time some advice. Behind her, as a back- 
ground he lifts the vision of her guardian angels; as, behind the 
uncle, he lifts the vision of relatives by blood and marriage, all 
from his old village, thousands of miles away, who were there to 
receive him. 

These are the plain facts of the play; whether we regard it 
as fiction or truth 


THE STAGE 


The room in which we sat seemed to be her stage. At other 
sittings, as in this, she has spoken of seeing spirits enter by a 
door and take up a position behind the sitter, or against a cur- 
tain in the darkest corner. She usually sits with her back to the 
light, facing the dark wall and this curtain. 

She says she often hears the spirits behind her, speaking into 
her ear before she sees them. Them she invites them to come 
in front of her and stand against the curtain, so that she may 
see them plainly. I heard her do this very thing at the last sit- 
ting I had with her. 

She speaks of “ power” and “strength.” At the outset of 
this sitting she said of my son, “ He doesn’t tell me who he is 
yet; maybe he’ll get strength.” Soon, evidently he got the 
strength, gave his name and began a long effort at communica- 
tion. At the end she said, “ The power is waning,” and the sit- 
ting soon after came to a close. 

What is this Power? It seems to be a psychic field; created 
by the medium and the sitters. What part the “ spirits ” have in 
it I do not know. With materializing mediums this issues in 
ectoplasmic manifestations. There may be ectoplasm present 
and “out” in mental mediumship. If so, it is invisible to the 
sitters on this occasion. But then, we are in daylight. When a 
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company of amateurs sits in the dark it is a very common thing 
to see phosphorescent clouds. I have seen people covered with it, 
like fish, so that I have been able to cross the room and lay my 
finger on their eyes, nose, arms, hands, telling them in advance, 
before leaving my seat, what part I will touch; whereas, at the 
beginning, the room was in darkness that might be felt. 

This “ force,” or something akin to it, may be a factor in 
cryptesthesia, in daylight sittings, although it may not have 
advanced to the ectoplasmic stage. 

It is psycho-dynamic in its nature. In it the “ spirits ” seem 
able to “‘ condense,” as it were, in a form sufficiently clear to be 
perceptible to clairvoyant vision, but not to ordinary sight. 
They seem also able to use this psycho-dynamic force to make 
themselves heard by the medium but not by the sitters. 

It does not seem to be “ all in her head ”; but also outside of 
her head, out in the room. She speaks of her visions and audi- 
tions as objectively as she does of the hearing and seeing of ordi- 
nary life. 

But whether they are always “ presented ” to her is a delicate 
question to be settled only by exhaustive experiment. 

I think that, in some instances at least, they are “ projected ” 
through her. 

One notices, in studying the seers of the Bible, that each has 
his own style and mannerisms in his visions, like other artists. 
There is a subjective quality inherent in them. They bear the 
stamp of the man as he reveals himself elsewhere in his prose 
and actions. 

The prophets differ in their visions, as Dante, Milton, Mich- 
ael Angelo, Blake, and Rossetti differ. 

I have noted something of the same thing among mediums. 
I do not say there is nothing objective about their visions or 
that there are not sometimes pure “ presentations.” But I do 
say that sometimes there is evidence of the medium’s style and 
mannerisms in her visions, akin to her temper and speech, show- 
ing that she has colored them. They seem to have come 
“through” her; rather than “to” her. And yet they may be 
veridical. Things that come “through” us are no less trust- 
worthy than things that come “to” us. If it were not so, what 
would become of inspiration. 
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Let us look, now, at her stage. 

It is very bare. She has no landscape, no scenery, no 
accessories. 

She does no automatic writing or drawing; has nothing akin 
to travelling clairvoyance. 

She simply sits there and the figures pass before her, dimly or 
clearly. They are invariably human; only once do I recall any- 
thing else and that was a dog. ‘Sometimes they speak; very 
briefly. Sometimes she gets impressions, true but terse. 

She is a portrait painter. 

But her portraits are veridical. That is the point. These 
people have really lived; she can describe them; give their names 
and striking details. 


NAMES 


Today she places six names successfully,—Fred, John 
Mary, Arthur, Hannah, and Frank; and the initial of one sur- 
name, “ S.” 

She is unsuccessful with Vernon, Jonathan, and Esther; but 
in each case the number of syllables is correct; and so, in two 
instances, are the initial vowels. She really is trying to get some- 
thing and not simply guessing. 

So with the “ A” in the surname of the uncle. It is the only 
vowel sound ; twice repeated. 

She hears “ Fred ” and “ Hannah.” 

She sees “ John,” “ A,” “ Vernon,” and “ S.” 

It is not clearly stated how she gets “ Mary,” “ Frank,” 
“ Arthur,” “ Jonathan,” and “ Esther.” 

Nothing conclusive can be drawn from this. But it is to be 
noted that in the instances where she says she hears both are 
correct ; where she says she sees, out of four, two are correct and 
two uncertain. In the five remaining, unplaced, three are suc- 
cessful and two only partially so. 


CONCLUSIONS 


What are the conclusions? 
There is stimulus and it is intelligent. 
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It bears no evidence of being dragged from an unsorted sea 
of world memories, or from the subconsciousness of the sitter or 
myself. There are too many problems of plan, arrangement, and 
purpose, to make it easy to believe that the medium entered our 
subconscious storehouses and from their millions of memories and 
associations, without faltering, laid her hands upon these and 
instantly staged them. 

There is no evidence that we, consciously or unconsciously, 
were parties to such a plan. 

All the evidence points in another direction, namely, to the 
soldier. He is the stage manager; these things all centre in him; 
but not in him as we remember him. They are living arrange- 
ments, brought from afar in time and space, having as the reason 
for their ensemble, his purpose on this stage, placed for an hour 
at his disposal. 

This is the major problem, which cannot be avoided by the 
court. 

Take, for instance, the uncle. After more or less loss of con- 
tact for years our intimacy had been revived. His last two sum- 
mer holidays, of about two weeks each, had been spent in our 
home. I saw him in his own home last October when he seemed 
well and likely to live for years. Our memories of him, then, were 
recent, warm, full-blooded, and vivid. Why should they be re- 
vived in this weak, dessicated condition? They are not the 
revival of memories at all, but the reappearance of a man after 
a tremendous experience. 

Neither my wife nor I had any such idea of the condition of a 
good-living man, three months after death. I doubt if many of 
my readers have. It may not be true. But why does he appear 
here in this condition? Has he been denaturized by the me- 
dium in order to conform to some theory of hers about the con- 
dition of the newly dead? Is it merely a stage convention, indi- 
cating a fresh arrival, while his actual condition may be far 
different? If so, whose stage convention? Or does it really 
represent these facts in the case; that he is new, still suffering 
from the shock, still not adjusted to his environment, and that 
the attempt to return to the earth so soon brings back to him 
overwhelmingly the memories of his last hours. That is reason- 
able and sound psychology. After a vivid and tragic experience 
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in a certain spot, many of us cannot return to it and maintain 
our composure for a long time. The mention of a name makes 
our hearts beat ; the sight of a face arouses an old fear. If, then, 
we are in such bondage here, where the mental is more or less 
submerged in the physical, what may it not be there where the 
mental predominates and is exposed to the quick! 

This is a mental world in which she moves, as one just awaken- 
ing from blindness, who sees “ men as trees walking.” It matters 
little that she does not give us full descriptions of that world of 
which she sees so little; when this is done it is easily charged to 
the medium’s imagination. It is important that enough details 
of the past be given to establish identity. But even this has not, 
at present, the importance that has sometimes been assigned to it. 

The great problem now is to establish the origin of these 
stimuli. No extension of cryptesthesia in the medium is suf- 
ficient to explain them, because it is only an extension of faculty 
and not an explanation of stimulus. It is the stimulus that 
counts. Here it is foreign to the medium and intelligent ; proving 
its intelligence not only by details establishing identity, but even 
more so in its assemblage of characters, structure of plot, and 
skilful use of stage and material. 

For the medium is limited,—woefully so. She sees a little, 
hears a little, apprehends a little. Through such an infant, 
“crying in the night,” the communicator has to make himself 
known as well as those whom he brings with him. On the whole 
he does well, for what he does implies much. 

This, at least, is the working theory that has to be attacked 
and overthrown before others can be considered seriously. 








EXPERIMENTS IN MATERIALIZATION 
WITH M. FRANEK KLUSKI 


BY DR. GUSTAVE GELEY 


TRANSLATED FROM THE REVUE METAPSYCHIQUE BY 
HeEwEN C. LAMBERT 


(Continued from July) 


I often noticed that these lights were embryo forms, for ex- 
ample, the extremities of fingers, well defined. Contact with 
them also gave that impression. I especially noticed at the séance 
of December 21 that each time the controllers were touched I 
clearly saw a light approach them and at the precise moment 
that I came in contact with them they announced that they had 
been touched. 

At the séance of November 12, two large lights small half- 
moons approached each other, joined, making an indistinct mass, 
then vanished. 

At the séance of November 14 lights appeared which quickly 
increased in intensity. They were especially numerous near Prof. 
Richet, who could not see them well on account of the cabinet cur- 
tain, which however was pulled back. One of these lights was 
most interesting. It was a vaguely luminous nebula; I thought 
it was a face materialization; it had that size and shape. It 
was at about the height of a man’s head behind and left of the 
medium. This shape lasted thirty seconds. Its visibility kept 
increasing and diminishing. 

At the séance of December 27 “ the lights were such as were 
described at preceding séances: nebula, phosphorescent vapors, 
brilliant luminous points, large luminous balls, etc. We agreed 
fully that the luminous points were often finger tips. Always 
when they touched us we felt the contact of fingers, or hands. 
One very bright point of light floated 20 seconds at the top of the 
cabinet which it lighted. It then slowly descended in a zigzag 
until it touched the head of Count Potocki, who instantly said, 
“A hand is touching my head.” 


423 








424 EXPERIMENTS IN MATERIALISATION 


Our assistant’s impressions were the same as mine. Prof. 
Richet, in his account of the séance of November 15, described 
“little bluish points of light about 3 millimeters in diameter 
which moved about in the air sometimes quite far from the me- 
dium,—without, be it well understood, any movement on his part.” 

M. Camille Flammarion, in his account of the séance of No- 
vember 20 at which he assisted with Mme. Flammarion thus de- 
scribes the lights: 

[Letter from Mme. Flammarion.| “A sort of star appear- 
ance here and there, flickering near the medium at the left and 
right. They appeared and glided gently and went out in the 
demi-obscurity. One might think them will-’o the wisps. Some 
of these lights spread out to form large, nebulous plaques of dif- 
ferent sizes.” 

The impressions of M. and Mme. Flammarion conform to 
ours; but the description of the lights in the last phrase is not 
our conception. We do not think the lights spread in order to 
form the large nebulae but that they are, on the contrary, foci 
of condensation surrounded by nebulae, emitted by the medium 
more or less visibly. In any case, we repeat, it seems certain that 
the luminous phenomena are produced by an exteriorisation of 
Primordial Substances in the form of vapor, and are the first 
stages, with Franec, of materialisation, as with most mediums. 

We have remarked that in exceptional cases the Primordial 
Substance takes the form of a solid. As with Eva, the liquid 
form has the appearance of white luminous patches from the size 
of a pea to that of a dollar, strewn here and there over the cloth- 
ing of the medium. But these patches are much more luminous 
than those of Eva. All phenomena produced by Franek are more 
luminous than hers. The solid substance is quite rare. However, 
in the séance of November 14 I have noted: Prof. Richet con- 
trolled the medium’s left hand. Suddenly I saw issue, from the 
thigh of the medium, a white mass which almost instantly took 
the shape of a hand and reached out quickly to touch the profes- 
sor’s arm. At the same moment he exclaimed, “I am being 
touched.” It is conceivable that this may have occurred before 
without having been noticed. But I have never seen the solid sub- 
stance emerge in strings from his mouth or fingers. 

Before closing this chapter on the Primordial Substance we 
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should consider the hypothesis of fraud. It should be understood 
that when we speak of fraud it is only a concession to our read- 
ers. We know, all of us who participated in the experiment with 
Franek, that there has been no fraud; that our confidence in the 
medium’s honesty has never been shaken, that our control per- 
mitted no fraud; but we must proceed in such a way that our 
readers may share our certainty. 

We must ask, of each type of phenomena, how it might have 
been produced by trick. The only way of imitating the luminous 
phenomena such as we have described is by the use of a phos- 
phorescent substance. But if the reader will reflect on what 
has gone before he will see that the imitation of all of these phe- 
nomena presents insuperable difficulties. First, the luminosities 
were of many shapes, not only did they consist of points of light, 
but of neublae, and they varied in size and intensity. They had 
a peculiarity,—that of appearing quite suddenly, but also of 
disappearing with equal abruptness, which would be difficult to 
explain in the case of a trick with a phosphorescent substance. 

While they were visible they increased and diminished both in 
visibility and in brilliance and slowly in degrees, which is not easy 
to reproduce. 

Sometimes there were many lights at the same time, floating 
to the right and left of the medium. They floated quite far, be- 
yond the reach of his hands, for he never moved from his chair. 
They often showed fingers or vague faces. 

The lights were not fuses or rockets thrown in the air which 
fell to the ground; they showed purpose, acted like living organ- 
isms. I repeat that I often noticed a light approach one of the 
assistants, who cried out at the contact, “ I am touched.” 

In fine, the phenomena could only have been simulated by 
human hands, fingers, dipped in phosphorous. These hands 
would have been obliged also to manipulate divers dummies, 
masks, also covered with phosphorous. All this presupposes a 
room fitted with the properties of a prestidigitator who is free in 
his movements. In our laboratory and under our conditions this 
is impossible. 

Let us suppose the liberation of one hand which miraculously 
escaped our notice. We declare that even in this case simulation 
of the phenomena observed by us would have been impossible ; 








426 EXPERIMENTS IN MATERIALISATION 


the distance, the many simultaneous lights, alternating their 
brightness and their visibility, forms of faces,—all this would 
have been impossible to produce with one free hand. 


III. MATERIALISATIONS OF EUMAN LIMBS 


We have established the fact of the materialisation of human 


members by sight, by contact, and by the impressions of these 
members. 


ESTABLISHMENT BY LIGHT 


The point of light which we used only allowed us to see a little 
of their limbs. We have already mentioned vague luminous hands ; 
the forming of a hand from the solid substance which issued 
from the medium’s thigh. At other times we saw the screens held 
by hands and wrists, not by their handles but by the sides, the 
fingers showing on the luminous surface. 

At the séance of November 20 I noted the following phe- 
nomenon which occurred during the second part of the séance. 
I was holding the medium’s left hand and Count Jules Potocki his 
right. Among other striking phenomena which will be described 
in proper order, I saw an arm and a delicate, slender hand form 
under my gaze, slowly, in front of the medium, move around the 
circle and touch Mme. Geley, who was sitting opposite to me. 
The entire hand and arm were clearly visible. It was a man’s 
hand and very beautiful. The wrist was slender. The forearm 
was draped in white with long, regular folds. (‘The medium wore 
a black coat.) After touching Mme. Geley it disappeared. 


ESTABLISHMENT BY CONTACT 


If we did not see the hands very often we perceived them very 
frequently by contact. The touch of hands was, beside the 
lights, the 110st common manifestation with Franek. They were 
noted at all our successful sittings. These contacts were most 
felt by the two controllers, but also, though less often, by the 
other sitters. They almost always felt like the touch of human 
hands. They were warm, of the temperature of normal, living 
hands. They stroked and caressed the heads, hands and arms of 
the sitters. The contact was alway gentle, never violent or rough. 

I take up my analytical notes: 
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Séance of November 8. (I controlling the medium’s right 
hand). I perceive touches, fingers caressing my head and left 
arm. 

Séance of November 11. Similar touches, especially on my 
head. (I control right hand.) 

Séance of November 12. I perceive beside the usual! touches a 
veil drawn across my face. (I control right hand.) 

Séance of November 15. Under the perfect control as de- 
scribed, the left hand of medium held by Prof. Richet and the 
right by me, the controller and sitters noticed varied touches, 
generally by fingers and hands, then the brushing of veils, light, 
undefined touches. Prof. Richet in his account notes: 

“Four or five times I felt light touches like a veil or the 
brushing of butterfly wings. Once, on my chin, I felt very light 
fingers like those of a young girl or of a child.” 

Séance of November 18, 1920. Immediate touches perceived 
by Prof. Richet and M. de Gramont, controllers. The other sit- 
ters felt the same touches though farther from the medium. 

Séance of November 20. (Control on right by M. Flam- 
marion: on left by myself.) Numerous touches on both control- 
lers. M. Flammarion gave his place to Mme. Flammarion, who 
perceived the same touches. This is what she writes: “I affirm 
that during the time when I was on the medium’s right at no time 
did the left finger of his right hand leave the fifth finger of my 
left hand which was hooked firmly through his. My husband 
while sitting on the medium’s right had been touched on the left 
arm and shoulder. Almost as soon as I took his place I too was 
touched. An invisible hand was passed all over my body begin- 
ning on the left side and rapidly moving to the right. Several 
times I had the sensation of a figure approaching and touching 
me. During the second part of the séance these touches were re- 
newed over the whole length of my body. I felt the approach of 
something invisible. A hand was passed over my hair and tried 
to remove my combs; did not take them, but entirely unfastened 
my hair. At the same time I felt blows underneath my chair 
which lifted the cane seat. I felt as though someone were on 
my left. A tapping hand advanced, feeling over the surface of 
the table as though trying to find something. I insist that always 
before being touched I felt the approach of someone or of some- 
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thing, so that the touch did not surprise me; I was always 
warned that it was coming.” 

During the same séance Count Potocki saw a hand pass sev- 
eral times in front of him and then grasp my own and press it 
cordially. 

In the séance of November 23, 1920, as at that of the 15th, I 
succeeded in holding my left hand over both of the medium’s 
hands, and that of the other controller. Under these conditions 
I was touched on the left arm and on the hand, for some time, 
by a well-formed hand. Once a hand seized my arm and pulled 
it back violently, breaking my contact with the medium. The 
materialised hands sometimes manifested themselves in other ways 
besides sight and touch. At the séance of November 20, toward 
the end, there were mental phenomena of which we shall speak 
later. Clear communications by raps were given. In one of these 
we were asked to sing. We sang the Marseillaise, very softly. 
When the first verse was ended we heard loud applause from the 
cabinet behind the medium. Each verse was thus applauded. 
This phenomenon was repeated on December 27. 


IV. MOULDS OF MATERIALISATIONS OF HUMAN MEMBERS 


We have been able to obtain absolute proof, fully certified, of 
the materialisation of human members, through the process of 
paraffine moulds. The process is known. (See Aksakof: 
Animisme et Spiritisme, and Delanne: Les Apparitions matéri- 
alisées.) Our experiments differ from those of our predecessors 
in that we have proof of authenticity of the metapsychic moulds 
and of their production during our séances. For this we have 
used an unpublished method. This being one of the most im- 
portant of our experiments we shall devote to it the greater part 
of our next number. But first we should ask as we did of the 
luminous phenomena, whether our impressions of sight and touch, 
of materialised organisms, can be explained by fraud. 

Under the conditions in which we operate in our laboratory, 
prepared trickery or confederacy or any tricky proceeding was 
impossible. Might that which we have already considered, the 
substitution of hands,—one of the hands of the medium being 
thereby liberated, produce all of the phenomena? 
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We have sufficiently described our satisfaction in our control. 
But let us admit the hypothesis of the liberation of one hand. 
This hypothesis would not explain all of the facts. Undoubtedly 
the contacts were more often felt by the two who controlled the 
hands of the medium. But the contacts were also felt by the 
other sitters who were beyond the reach of the medium. 

More than this the controllers often felt touches simultane- 
ously which could not have been produced by one hand. Also the 
free hand, in order to touch the controller farther from it (that 
is, the one on the right, if the left hand were free, or the one on 
the left if it were the right hand) would have to pass in front of 
the medium. And this movement, in spite of the faint light, 
would be seen. In the instance when we saw a hand cross the cir- 
cle in front of the medium, the hand did not in the least resemble 
his own. This hand and arm were dressed in longitudinal white 
pleats, while the medium was dressed in black. 

In this instance I controlled the left hand of the medium and 
it was near me that the materialisation was developed. I am 
positive of having held the hand which I controlled. 

We are therefore in a position to declare that these phe- 
nomena cannot have been produced by a hand of the medium 
which might have been liberated. Under the conditions of our ex- 
periment the authenticity of the materialisation of hands should 
be considered absolute. 


(To be continued) 











IS THE POSSESSION OF “ PSYCHICAL ” 
FACULTY PATHOLOGICAL? 


BY WALTER F. PRINCE, PH. D. 


If the last word in the title were “ normal,” our discussion 
would set out upon a foggy sea, for of all the words difficult to 
define or to be sure, when a writer uses it, what he means by it, 
commend me to “ normal.” According to the Century Dictionary, 
it means “ According to a rule, principle or norm; conforming to 
established law, order, habit or usage; conforming with a certain 
type or standard; not abnormal; regular; natural.” That is 
a roomy definition and one warranted by the individual concep- 
tions of users, and by the sliding scale of those conceptions ac- 
cording to the classes of objects and matters to which the word 
is applied. The framer of the above definition seems to have been 
somewhat dazed by the difficulty of his task, as if he said to him- 
self, “ Well, at any rate, it means something different from ab- 
normal, at least it can’t mean not-normal.” 

The normal size of a species of bird is, we probably agree, 
that which characterizes the majority, but if the majority of 
cartridges intended to fit a gun of a given calibre are made so 
that they actually do not fit it, they are, relatively to the gun, 
abnormal. There is no trouble about fixing the norm for any- 
thing made by man, but the norm for what nature makes is not 
so easy to establish. Dog fanciers have established a norm of 
characteristics in color, size, shape, etc., for every variety, but 
is a cocker spaniel which has a dash of white on his back instead 
of on his chest any less normal for all that? Perhaps, as a 
cocker spaniel, but not as a dog. As applied to some subjects, 
the term usual approximates to the sense of the word normal, but 
a dog with all the points of his breed in perfection is unusual. A 
person who has perfect physical organs which function perfectly, 
is not usual, that is, common, yet one cannot have too much 
health to be normal. But one may be too big—say eight feet 
tall—and too strong, like Sandow, to be normal, though size and 
strength have their advantages. When we say that a purported 
430 
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psychical phenomenon has its normal explanation we mean that 
it is brought within the category of causation recognized by the 
science which is itself at present generally recognized. Awhile 
ago hypnotism was not a normal hypothesis, today it is. Other 
hypotheses may be normal tomorrow. Yet hypnosis is not a nor- 
mal state, that is, it is not a usual state of consciousness nor one 
desirable to be experienced much of the time. But an Eskimo 
brought to the Equator has sensations which are to him unusual 
and undesirable, and we do not pronounce them abnormal. Is it 
normal to possess “ psychical ” powers and to have “ psychical ” 
experiences? The answer will depend upon what cases are in- 
cluded under the term psychical, in which of its fluctuating senses 
we employ the word normal, and our individual theories in regard 
to the phenomena. No inch of headway can be made against 
those whose concepts and theories differ from ours, neither can we 
be forced to retreat an inch, so long as there is discussion under 
this heading. 

But pathological, as contrasted with abnormal, is a word 
which presents less difficulty. Its definition is single, clear, pre- 
cise; it means “ of or pertaining to disease.” Ambiguity in the 
use of terms—that bane of discussion—will be out of question; 
we can only differ in our interpretation of facts. We propose to 
discuss whether all “ psychical” experiences signify that the 
human subject of them is in a pathological condition, and whether 
the experience or exercise of such powers as they imply tend, 
in themselves and directly, to induce a diseased state of body or 
mind. 

The subject still has its difficulties, and they center around 
the word “ psychical.” Of course some of us are of the opinion 
that in a class of phenomena known by a general technical desig- 
nation, as visual hallucinations, automatic writing, et al., there 
are subdivisions, veridical and falsidical (corresponding or failing 
to correspond with external facts), with the further but ap- 
proximating subdivision into cases which are healthful or in a 
sense normal experiences and those which are pathological and in 
a sense abnormal. Were this not the case there would not be 
anything to discuss, for we all admit that there are many fal- 
sidical and pathological instances. This is the very question; are 
all hallucinations, to use the old and sinister technical term, and 
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all species of automatism, et al., pathological in nature and in- 
evitable tendency. 

The physician, accustomed to the pathological mental states 
of the insane, is specially tempted to make a snap judgment, and 
answer affirmatively. But is he sure that his logic is sound and 
that he is master of the whole range of the facts? If attention 
were limited to the manifestations of the lunatic asylum one 
would become skeptical regarding the healthful or normal func- 
tioning of all human faculties and instincts. There reason is 
deranged, but one remembers that most of the outside population 
have sufficient powers of sound induction and deduction to main- 
tain a working relation to their environment. There are shown 
persons whom sexual passions have wrecked, but no one would say 
that sexual passion in itself is pathological. The maternal in- 
stinct there has its tragedies, and exhibits itself in pathological 
manifestations, but that instinct is necessary to the perpetuation 
of the human race. Emotional shocks and stresses swell the ranks 
of the insane, and the asylums are thronged with emotional phan- 
tasmagoria, and the emotions constitute the very mainspring of 
normal activity. Therefore, by all the analogies it would be 
very possible that the pathological psychism of the insane is 
simply the perversion of a normal (in a sense) and legitimate 
functioning of the mind. 

We have before shown that the much circulated charge that 
interest in and cultivation of psychic phenomena has sent to the 
insane asylum hosts of its inmates rests upon foundations so 
slender as to be almost non-existent (Journals for May, 1922, 
pp. 225-228 and April, 1923, pp. 179-180). We have likewise 
asserted that many-fold more paranoiacs find their center of de- 
lusional interest in telepathy, wireless telegraphy, phonographs, 
aeroplanes and the like than in “ Spiritualism.” No one main- 
tains that wireless telegraphy is the cause of the insanity which 
seizes upon it as its focus of attention, hence it follows that an 
insane or unstable person may concentrate interest upon psychi- 
cal phenomena without having been brought to his condition by 
interest therein. In other words, one should be careful not to 
put the wagon before the horse. 

It is indeed not difficult to assemble facts in such a way as to 
produce the impression in a reader’s mind that psychism, in the 
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general run of cases, is pathological. All that is necessary is to 
start with that theory so passionately entertained that it induces 
selective attention and then to pick cases. By this process, a few 
years ago, a series of fierce pamphlets produced upon shallow 
minds the conviction that Jews are a peculiarly vicious, criminal 
and degenerate race. And once I saw a picked list of clergymen 
who had committed crimes which some, if sufficiently prejudiced in 
advance, would consider impressive. Before me as I write is an 
article clipped from a medical magazine of a sort, entitled “ Two 
Strangely Mortal Ages,” and containing lists of “ great men” 
who have died at the ages of 52 and 56. Actually, research had 
found sixteen who had died at 52, and thirty-one at 56, including 
three doubtful cases. And this is printed as “ strange!’ Let us 
see. ‘The Century Biographical Dictionary contains something 
like 12000 names of persons the dates of whose births and deaths 
are given. If we cut down the number to one-fifth we have 2400 
who may fairly be termed “ great.” All had to die at some age. 
A negligible number died before the age of 20 or after that of 
90. This would allow of a general average of thirty-four deaths 
at every age from 20 to 90. It is obvious that the number dying 
at any year of life from 50 to 60 must have been much in excess 
of thirty-four. 

The same mental vice of selective attention and the same il- 
logical process of picking cases with the utter neglect of sta- 
tistical analysis, characterizes Lombroso’s “ Man of Genius,” 
wherein the degenerational character of genius and its kinship to 
insanity is supposed to be established. Eight great men with 
some cerebral malady are named, and we are told that there were 
more, which is quite believable, but no effort is made to compare 
the number of “ geniuses ” who have a cerebral malady with the 
number who do not, or to ascertain if the proportion is greater 
than exists among people unblest with genius. Precocity is made 
a mark “ common to genius and insanity,” though the very op- 
posite, delayed development, it is admitted characterized many 
great men, and this is made significant also. But are not some 
of the common herd precocious in childhood and others slow in 
getting their modicum of intelligence? 

We are told of geniuses who had odd habits, but are there not 
plenty of other people with odd habits? The picked cases prove 





434 POSSESSION OF “ PSYCHICAL ” FACULTY 


nothing in the absence of some basis of statistical comparison. 
Nineteen stammering geniuses are named, nine left handed, forty- 
three celibates, 15 who married unhappily, 19 who were very fond 
of travelling (why not?), and the like. To be sure, it is intimated 
that the lists could be lengthened. But what else should be ex- 
pected with say 2500 cases to draw from? What peculiarity of 
physique, health, habit, disposition, manners or morals can one 
imagine which he would not expect to find illustrated in from 
9 to 43 or a larger number of persons out of such a list? Do not 
a considerable percentage of common folks marry unhappily? 
For that matter, has it ever been alleged that marrying unhappily 
is a mark of or a general precursor of insanity? Lombroso in- 
dustriously fishes cases, but out of sight of the shores. The as- 
sumed comparative longevity of geniuses becomes, in his hands 
and strangely, a significant feature in the same category with 
cerebral disease, chorea, stammering, lefthandedness, etc. 
Eighty-eight such persons are named, who died aged from 70 
to 90. Again, what should we expect in a list of thousands? It is 
admitted that longevity is not always found in genius, and 
ten are named who died before they were 40. With a little 
thought we can name ten in the poet class alone who died before 
that age; Byron, Keats, Lanier, Adelaide Procter, Sidney, 
Crashaw, Southwell, Greene, Nash, Collins. Geniuses, like other 
folks, die at all ages, and whether they average longer lives or 
not there is no pretense to establish. If they do, by what per- 
versity of logic is the fact made to count for degeneracy? The 
height of absurdity is reached when Lombroso urges that the 
“ great conceptions ” of genius are instigated by “ special sensa- 
tions.” with the connecting link that “ in the same way a sensation 
is the point of departure of the terrible deeds produced by im- 
pulsive mania.” And, it might be added, as the major part of 
the thoughts and acts of human beings in general are started. 
The “ movements of his model suggested to Thorwaldsen the at- 
titude of his Seated Angel.” Exactly in the manner by which 
mental mechanism is intended to act; nothing could be more nat- 
ural, more normal. “ A boiling teakettle suggested to Watt the 
idea of a steam engine.” ‘There could be no better example of 
rational deduction than this which reminds the green-spectacled 
savant of insanity. His argument, bereft of any comparative 
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statistics, amounts to this only: some geniuses have diseases, or 
malformations, or hallucinations, or are precocious, or the op- 
posite, or live long or do not live long, or are vicious, or remain 
unmarried, etc., (and, we might add, have hooked noses, or bald 
heads, or corns) and some lunatics are similarly marked, there- 
fore genius is akin to insanity. As is the case with conimon men, 
uncommon ones can be found in considerable numbers, who are 
diseased or defective in body or mind, but it has not yet been 
made out that there is a causal relation between genius, per se, 
and abnormality. 

It has been worth while to exhibit Lombroso’s glaring fal- 
lacies, for the same are apt to enter into the judgments of phy- 
sicians and psychologists especially, owing to the types of hu- 
manity with which they most frequently come into professional 
contact, upon the question whether psychism is of its own nature 
pathological. 

It may be quite true that genius is more likely than is the av- 
erage type of mind to be associated with a delicacy of the nervous 
constitution, and more likely to suffer from the shocks and strains 
of life. So, there is reason to believe, it is with those who have 
pronounced “ psychical ” endowments. A watch is more likely 
to get out of order than a pair of steel pliers and cannot stand 
as rough usage. A race horse is more liable to contract a disease 
than a draught horse. But the speediness of the horse is not a 
disease, nor is disease a necessary concomitant of the speediness. 
The race horse may continue to be speedy even with some malady, 
but is better off without it. 

Similar, it appears to me, is the case with psychics—the psy- 
chics who furnish material impressive to the scientific researcher. 
So far as I can determine, the most of these psychics are not be- 
low the level of mental and physical health attained by average 
humanity, unless one arbitrarily forces psychism itself into his 
definition of the pathological. Of course there are cases of evi- 
dential psychics in whom the hysteric and neurotic factor is found. 
but proof is lacking that it is in necessary and causal association. 
There are many psychics known to me who in one degree or other 
have proved worthy of being the subjects of psychical research, 
and who have betrayed no particular signs of physical or mental 
inferiority. There may be cases in which ill health has indirectly 
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led to the beginning of such impressive functioning, by diminish- 
ing attention paid to the material environment and increasing 
that bestowed upon what is internal and subjective, thus rous- 
ing a faculty already latent. So Milton, shut off by his blind- 
ness from much which had hitherto occupied him, dictated Para- 
dise Lost, which thus might never have come into existence but 
for the blindness, yet it cannot be said that blindness was the di- 
rect cause of the great epic. It has been conjectured that spe- 
cific physical infirmities have acted as incitements of the mani- 
festations of genius. This may be so, as the trigger discharges 
the gun, but the force that impelled the bullet does not reside in 
the trigger, and Byron’s clubfoot did not directly produce his 
poetry. Otherwise there would be no explanation for Tennyson. 

I repeat that I find no evidence from observation or report 
to warrant the opinion that true psychism, the psychism which 
produces evidential results, the psychism which psychical re- 
searchers think worth their study, is in itself pathological. I 
have in mind a woman aged fifty-four who has since childhood 
been psychical according to the foregoing definition, and is so 
today, in more ways than one, and in an impressive degree. She 
has no known bodily ailment, performs the strenuous duties of 
her profession with uncommon endurance, has no perceptible 
neurotic stigmata, is calm, sedate, and has all her mental facul- 
ties in good working order. By all the practical tests she has 
not been harmed by her psychic functioning. And she is repre- 
sentative of many. 


(To be continued.) 











THE CONVERSION OF MR. PRICE 


BY THE EDITOR 


Mr. Harry Price has been converted. We say this with not 
the slightest intention of being facetious. 

And who, pray is Mr. Price? 

Those familiar with the Price-Hope controversy will recognize 
him readily. 

Mr. Price is a gentleman conjuror, expert in the art of 
legerdemain, “ M. M. S.,” etc.—one of the band on whose verdict 
the fate of Psychical Research has seemed to depend. Mr. 
Houdini is another. Whenever a distinguished student of this 
subject has come to this country to lecture, certain guardians 
of the public conscience have always called up Mr. Houdini from 
Kalamazoo or Timbuctoo or wherever he happened to be, and 
asked him what he thought about it. The last time, it was from 
Portland, and he shook his head over the wire, and said that in 
his opinion Sir Arthur had been badly fooled. 

Mr. Price is to Great Britain what Houdini is to America,— 
the expert in the case; and since there have been some awful 
frauds in the manufacture of “ phenomena,” the services of ex- 
perts in trickery have been badly needed. Indeed, many be- 
nevolently inclined have given up in despair, thinking it was all a 
question for the police. 

Heretofore Mr. Price has been very much of Houdini’s mind ; 
but he has found something genuine at last. He has been to 
Munich, with Mr. E. J. Dingwall, “ to witness the phenomena al- 
leged to occur through Willy Sch., a boy medium and protegé of 
Dr. A. Baron von Schrenck-Notzing who had kindly arranged 
some sittings for us.” 

The story of this adventure has been variously told, but no- 
where so interestingly and with such detail as by Mr. Price him- 
self in the April number of Psyche, the British Quarterly Re- 
view of Psychology. 

His state of mind in going was this. 
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“Was Willy genuine? Perhaps. The fact that nearly one 
hundred savants from various parts of the Continent had testi- 
fied to the genuineness of the phenomena obtained through Willy 
Sch. conveyed nothing to me. It is not difficult to deceive many 
hundreds of persons at one and the same time, and in the full 
glare of arc lights; how much easier, therefore, to fool a few peo- 
ple in the tense atmosphere of the séance room illumined only by 
the sheltering rays of a dull ruby light. But, we were told, the 
control was ‘ perfect.’ Did one ever hear of some extraordinary 
mediumistic phenomenon where the control was not perfect? Only 
this week I have been reading the account of a wonderful séance 
held in a smuggler’s cave in the Isle of Wight, where the medium 
(wisely un-named) brought forth not only the spirit of the smug- 
gler, but his murdered victim; the victim’s relations; and a few 
odd spooks who were hanging around waiting to be released from 
their earth-bound condition. The reader is solemnly assured that 
the phenomena occurred under ‘test conditions,’ and that the 
control of the medium was ‘ perfect.’ ” 

“* But,’ it was insisted, ‘ they can’t fool you and Dingwall.’ 
Which compels me to remark that conjurors have been caught 
napping in the past. Bellachini, the German Court conjuror, 
failed to discover the tricks of Slade during the Leipzig experi- 
ments of Zollner, and Jacobs, another conjuror, was likewise de- 
ceived. Kellar, the American magician, did not detect Eglinton 
in his fraudulent manipulation of the slates; and Carl du Prel, in 
his Experimental Psychology, asserts that Daniel Dunglas Home 
was tested by Robert Houdini and Bosco, and ‘ both denied the 
possibility that the phenomena which took place could have been 
produced by prestidigitation.’ If professional conjurors ‘ fall’ 
so easily, what chance should we poor amateurs have of arriving 
at the truth? I again thought of that ‘ perfect’ control, and— 
well, we should see.” 

Mr. Price did see. “ We found, after all, that the control of 
Willy really was perfect, and it is this physical isolation of the 
medium from the accompanying phenomena that makes the re- 
sults so valuable from a scientific point of view.” 

It is not necessary to speak in detail of the examination that 
was made of Dr. von Schrenck-Notzing’s laboratory or of the 
conditions under which the séances were held. These may be read 
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in Psyche and have been described elsewhere. Every facility was 
offered to Mr. Price and Mr. Dingwall. They had a free hand. 

Three items, however, should be specified. 

First, the lighting. 

“ The lighting for the sittings is obtained from five red elec- 
tric lights in a cluster, at the left side of the circle. The lights 
are regulated by a rheostat. The amount of light allowed was 
fair and extra illumination was employed for some of the phe- 
nomena. I could see my neighbors plainly. I am used to working 
in the red light of the dark-room, and I have particularly good 
eyesight.” 

Second, the circle and the control of the medium. 

Those present sat in a semi-circle, holding hands. Willy had 
been previously stripped, examined, and dressed in one-piece black 
tights, buttoned up the back. He sat at the extreme right of the 
circle. One of the controllers held both his hands and pressed 
his legs against those of the medium to prevent him using his feet. 
Often the controller removed his shoes to make his feet more sensi- 
tive to the movements of the medium. Another controller held 
Willy’s wrists. Besides this, the medium wore luminous bracelets. 
A row of luminous pins, attached to the sides of his tights, made 
the outline of his body visible to those in the circle during the 
whole time. Mr. Price says that he could see the movement of 
his respiratory organs. 

Third, the gauze cage. 

There was a gauze cage, in which some of the phenomena oc- 
curred. This cage resembled a large meat safe, about five feet 
high, two feet wide, and three feet deep. It had gauze panels. 
The door was at one end and swung on linen hinges. It was locked 
by means of staples and padlocks. In this door was an opening, 
three feet by six inches, through which things could be passed. 
This cage was placed in front of the circle, with the opening away 
from the medium. In it was an oaken table, weighing about thirty- 
three pounds. On this table were placed various things, at dif- 
ferent times. It is understood of course, that the medium was 
never in the cage at any time, but always at the end of the circle 
controlled. 


There were three sittings and this is what occurred at them. 
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FIRST SITTING 


Inside the cage. 

The table creaked and bumped and the luminous markings on 
it were seen to rise. 

A large, heavy music box, was passed through the hole in the 
door by one of the sitters, and placed on the table. The sitter 
resumed his seat, then, at the word of command, the music box 
started playing. At the word of command it stopped. It started 
and stopped even though the commands were given in three lan- 
guages, “thus proving that the force exerted was controlled by 
an intelligent entity.” The box, which was also luminous, was 
seen to move. 

A luminous handbell was placed on the table inside the cage 
by one of the investigators. It soon afterwards rang and was 
twice thrown out through the opening. 

Outside the cage. 

On a large table, outside the cage, was placed a smaller table, 
and on this a luminous card and a luminous bracelet. The card 
was moved, the bracelet waved in the air, and the table knocked 
over. The same phenomena were repeated when the articles were 
replaced, and the smaller table was moved completely around the 
larger table. Extra red lights were used for this phenomenon. 

A white handkerchief, dropped on the floor, rose in the air. 
The effect of the red light on the rising handkerchief was very 
conspicuous. 

A dim hand-like form or “ pseudopod ” appeared at the open- 
ing of the large cabinet against the wall, used during the Eva C. 
experiments but not used during these. This cabinet was taken 
down and thoroughly examined by Mr. Dingwall and Mr. Price. 
Nothing suspicious was found about it. 


SECOND SITTING 





Within the cage. 

The same creaking and movement of the table. The cage it- 
self moved slightly. 

The music box, on the table within the cage, was played, 
started, and stopped at the word of command, whether given in 
German or English. “The box was apparently wound by the 
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force producing the phenomena; the noise of the winding and the 
playing of the box being heard simultaneously,—a very curious 
effect.” 

Loud raps were then heard on the table. 

Outside the cage. 

Minna asked for the handbell. It was placed behind the cage 
by one present. Then the invisible power picked it up, waved it 
in the air, and flung it on Mr. Dingwall’s knees. 

Minna is the name of the supposed spirit control. 

The handkerchief was twice picked up from the floor. 

The small table was lifted from the ground and waved in the 
air. 

The luminous bracelet was picked up several times, waved in 
the air, and thrown to the sitters. 

A materialized hand-like form, or “ pseudopod,” waved from 
the opening of the large cabinet. 

Mr. Dingwall picked up a luminous slate and held it. “ The 
‘psychic’ force pushed the slate from his hand.” 

Soft thuds or taps were heard behind the slate. 

A handkerchief was placed over the slate. Mr. Dingwall 
held one end; the other dangled over the edge of the slate. The 
force took the free end and there was a gentle tug-of-war. 

“The hand or ‘ pseudopod’ appeared over the edge of the 
luminous slate, the black stump showing distinctly, and very 
weirdly, against the luminous surface.” 

** Baron von Schrenck and Mr. Dingwall each placed one hand 
on the small table, and the ‘force’ overcame their combined 
strength, the table struggling with the two sitters, who could not 
keep it on the floor. A portion of the table was broken in the en- 
deavour to keep it quiescent.” 


THIRD SITTING 


Inside the cage. 

The music box commenced playing. ‘“ Professor Bekker re- 
peatedly commanded it to stop and then to re-start. This was 
done, always correctly, the music stopping on the instant.” 

“The box was then wound by the invisible, but intelligent 
‘force,’ the music playing meanwhile. This winding of the mu- 
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sical box is very extraordinary. It was done by means of 
a lever moved laterally, and I found by experiment that it took 
two hands to wind it—one to hold the box, and the other to move 
the lever.” 

“The musical box, having wound itself up, commenced to 
move across the table.” 

“The door of the cage was then opened, as the ‘ force,’ 
through the control ‘ Minna,’ intimated that it was afraid of 
breaking the gauze panels.” 

“ The table then began to move and gradually great force was 
expended on it, the heavy library table being banged up and down 
and eventually pushed over on my knees—the gauze intervening 
—where I saved it and the cage from falling on the floor.” 

Minna, the control, apologetically informed them of the fact 
that a hole had been pushed through the gauze of the panel. 
This they found to be correct, and confirmed afterwards, when the 
white light was turned on. 

Outside the cage. 

** Although it was a very hot, still June night, and all the 
doors and windows were closed and locked, three times I felt a 
cold breeze pass across my face. This steady stream of cool air 
came from the left, away from the medium, and was experienced 
by my neighbor, Frau Dr. Lebrecht.” 

The white handkerchief was picked up six times in succession 
and waved about near the lamp. Extra red lights were intro- 
duced for this. 


The shape of the stump or pseudopod under the handkerchief 
could be seen. 

Sometimes the handkerchief appeared to be held from the top. 

Sometimes it appeared spread out. 

The luminous bracelet and luminous slate, having been placed 
on the small table outside the cage by one of the sitters, the 
table moved rapidly and fell over on the floor. 

“The bracelet was picked up by invisible hands.” 

* At the same time the ‘ force’ attempted to restore the table 
and slate to their normal positions.” 

“The luminous slate was then placed on the table and two 
hand-like paws or ‘ pseudopods ’ were seen to creep over the edge 











THE CONVERSION OF MR. PRICE 443 


of the slate, the black forms contrasting distinctly against the 
luminous surface of the slate.” 

** The ‘ hands’ then waved the slate around the circle, drop- 
ping it eventually at Mr. Dingwall’s feet.” 

“The table was eventually broken in two places owing to the 
extreme power expended upon it.” 

“The above notes were taken either at the sittings or im- 
mediately after them. Mr. Dingwall also took notes, independ- 
ently of myself, which upon comparison were found to agree in 
nearly every particular with my own. Both of us are convinced 
that we witnessed absolutely genuine phenomena.” 

One fact is clear, on reading this record. The things de- 
scribed in it are similar to those told throughout all history, and 
especially during the last seventy years. The older Spiritualists 
and Psychical Researchers have borne witness, times innumerable, 
to such phenomena. Mr. Price has not discovered the new, but 
confirmed the old. 

Why, then, have they not been accepted before? 

The reasons are many. We are not prepared to say that the 
conditions of control have never been as rigorously exercised in 
the past as they were at Munich. We believe Sir William Crookes 
was as careful an investigator as Baron von Schrenck-Notzing 
and Mr. Price. 

But the conditions often were not satisfactory and even when 
they were so, the public was not prepared to accept the evidence. 
There is a long story back of that journey to Munich, as there 
was a long story back of “ Lead Kindly Light ” when Newman 
wrote it on his return by night from Rome. Since 1848 and 
earlier, men have been heaping up the evidence—Hare, Edmunds, 
Owen, Crookes, Myers, Gurney, Sidgwick, Moses, Richet, Flam- 
marion, Lombroso, Ochorowics, Bozzano, Hodgson, Hyslop, and 
many others. When the facts are generally accepted, and the 
time comes for review, it will be seen what a monument they have 
raised. But their day is not yet. 

Outside those who wrote, there were thousands who did not 
write. But they saw, and they testified, and their testimony has 
gone into the oral tradition, even as it went into Christianity, 
which is not a book religion, but a living memory. They said 
they saw such things as Price now says he saw. Undoubtedly 
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they did. It is not to be thought for a moment that all the good 
mediums have been caught and tested in Munich or in the lab- 
oratories. They have been too few and their resources too slen- 
der. If half of what is said about him is true, “ Old Farmer 
Riley,” of Michigan, was as great a physical medium as any 
who have been written about, save possibly D. D. Home. He 
lived to a good old age, freely dispensing his gifts, within easy 
reach of half a dozen great universities, but his work is unre- 
corded, save in the lives of the humble. 

The time had not yet come, especially in America, for the ac- 
ceptance of scientific investigation, and in that state of public 
cpinion, fraud was bound to flourish. Only science can abolish 
fraud in mediumship and where it flourishes it is a sign that edu- 
cated men have not done their duty. Do not blame simple minded 
Spiritualists for not knowing better; you have not known as 
much. Not all the police in the world can abolish the night; it 
goes with the rising sun. And so it comes to pass that now, in 
reading the earlier records and hearing the old men talk, we can- 
not always tell whether they saw the real or the imitation, ecto- 
plasm or cotton wool. 

Hence the need of Mr. Harry Price. 

But this much is certain. There must have been the real, with 
the imitation. If there have been no genuine phenomena before 
Munich, then history is one long story of prophetic simulation, of 
type before antitype, of Messianic dramatization in farmers’ 
kitchens of the incredible biological phenomena to be demon- 
strated in the twentieth century in the laboratories of European 
savants. 

And what have we been doing in America? Laughing, for the 
most part; or creeping around by night like Nicodemus. When 
this most astounding discovery of the ages is at last accepted, 
and science addresses itself seriously to its solution, the part that 
American scientific men have played in it is not one of which to 
be proud. It is one long story of cowardice. We had the ma- 
terial but we did not have the men. There were no Darwins, no 
Crookeses, among us. Though Hare made the beginnings and 
others pointed the way, the work was left to the religion of the 
humble, while science stood aside, and it was not until Hodgson 
and Hyslop took up the burden that we assumed our rightful 
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place among the nations and began to do the necessary scientific 
work in a subject with implications far beyond any present con- 
ceptions of science and apparently revealing within it the il- 
limitable destinies of man. 


BOOK REVIEW 


“ Death and its Mystery: After Death.” By Camrit1te Friam- 

marion. Tr. by Latrobe Carroll, Century Co., 1923, pp. 393. 

In 1920 M. Flammarion published, in Paris, the first of his 
trilogy of volumes bearing the general title of “ Death and its 
Mystery.” This, “ Before Death,” sought to show that the ma- 
terialistic hypothesis is “ erroneous, incomplete and insufficient,” 
discussed the supernormal powers of the human mind and espe- 
cially emphasized telepathy as a demonstrated power of sensory 
transcendence which is fatal to the doctrine of materialism. 
Later appeared “ At the Moment of Death” which undertook to 
demonstrate the reality of apparitions and other manifestations 
of the dying. And now comes “ After Death” of which the 
translation into English is before me. 

The evidence is gleaned from thousands of letters which the 
author has amassed during an investigation lasting over half a 
century, from Myers’s “ Human Personality,” the publications of 
the S. P. R. and a scattering from other sources. There is no 
question of the immense labor and pains bestowed. Far more 
judicious in selection of material than Delanne, more cautious in 
regard to theories than Chevreuil, he brings forward few trans- 
parently questionable cases like Thiébault’s, and does not expect 
implicit reliance upon the uncorroborated testimony of one per- 
son throughout like Cornillier. Indeed, his cases are many, his 
witnesses are scores and hundreds, often he gives the corroborat- 
ing documents, and when he does not he either tells you where 
they are to be found, or at least gives, as a rule, a précis of the 
collateral evidence which, in order to include so many cases in one 
book, he may omit. 

Homer, it is said, would sometimes nod, and Flammarion, 
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judged by the rigorous standards of Anglo-American psychical 
research, in a few of his many cases does so likewise. The long 
case (pp. 33-41) where by table-rapping, graveyard and bi- 
ographical details were given, smacks too much of Thiébault, and 
could be explained by the theory of normal knowledge of the de- 
tails on the part of someone whose hands were on the table. So, 
likewise, some cases seem too remote in time and liable to errors of 
memory and transmission to add impressiveness to the book. 
Though one who has examined a multitude of testimonies may 
find marks which to him stamp the cases to which I refer as au- 
thentic, and in all probability be justified in his opinion, this kind 
of proof is not transmissible to readers. But there is such a 
wealth of material in the book which is as certain as testimony 
and collateral evidence can make it, that it is almost invidious to 
mention exceptions. 

The typical “ Anglo-Saxon ” investigator sets forth his evi- 
dence first, and then with a great show of caution and modera- 
tion, his conclusions. The typical French investigator, like Flam- 
marion, lets you know his conclusions at the outset, asseverates 
them at intervals, and as he hammers you with facts informs you 
what are the logical inferences regarding your intellect if you 
do not yiela to them. But why not? He has made his investiga- 
tion and arrived at his conclusion before he wrote the first page, 
and he reasons in a manner hard to meet regarding evidence, the 
force of which must be felt by minds not ensconced behind con- 
crete parapets. 

The French way is more fascinating, you feel that you are 
being talked to, man to man, by one who has studied his subject 
so thoroughly that he can talk about it in simple language, has 
arrived at certain conclusions of which he is not ashamed, and is, 
withal, both honest and intellectually brilliant. 

The cases of apparent manifestation of the dead are classi- 
fied according to the time elapsed after death, ranging from 
within the hour to thirty years subsequently. It appears that 
there are very few evidentially impressive incidents after a 
greater interval. Otherwise the cases are selected with view to 
variety—showing that in their range they embrace about every 
species of appeal to evidence that spirits could be supposed capa- 
ble of if really endeavoring to give any, and that to explain them 
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a variety of disparate and unsupported theories must exchange 
places with each other, while one theory—the spiritistic—would 
simply and naturally explain them all. 

Not that it is necessary to assume that all manifestations 
were intended. Flammarion agrees with some other investigators 
that many “ communications” may be of the nature of spon- 
taneous telepathy from the dead, and that, though an apparition 
is real in the sense that there is a spiritual presence, a personal 
center of energy, it is not necessary to suppose that the spirit is 
actually dressed as it appears to be or acting as it seems to act. 
And none is more sanely aware than this writer that an appari- 
tion, simply as a visible image, or a voice as a subjective impres- 
sion, is not evidence of anything supernormal. It is the coin- 
cidence with relevant external events, or the image appearing to 
different people at the same or about the same time, simultaneous 
effect upon animals, and a variety of other circumstances, which 
are evidential. 

The academic Gradgrind’s demand that such phenomena should 
be producible under laboratory conditions is appropriately de- 
rided. Who can produce the phenomenon of an aerolite under 
such conditions? 

“ We can be sure of the facts. The explanations are still to 
be found.” But then, we are told, “ All human science comes 
down to a perception of the relations between the appearances of 
things; science is a tiny island in the midst of the unknowable 
absolute.” What is magnetism? What is the explanation of 
gravitation? We know no more about these than we do about 
the ultimate explanation of certain psychic facts. The invention 
of names explains nothing. Most men are stupid, inherently or 
wilfully, hence the slowness to recognize the force of evidence 
such as has been narrated. These are parts of Flammarion’s 
teachings in one of the best of recent books on its subject. If its 
conclusions are in the nature of things susceptible of proof, the 
right sort of evidence, generally speaking, has been adduced to 
prove them. —Watter F. Prince. 


Reprint (with our concluding paragraph omitted) from the 
New York Sum, May 1, 1923. 











NEWS AND REVIEWS 


BY GERTRUDE O. TUBBY 


The English S. P. R. announces in its May Journal a further 
inquiry into Mr. Hope’s and Mrs. Buxton’s mediumship, to take 
place during the course of the present year, if possible. Miss 
F. R. Scatcherd, Mr. H. W. Engholm, and Mr. G. E. Wright of 
the S. P. R. have been chosen by the “ Crewe Circle ” us the ac- 
ceptable research committee; no preliminary or partial reports 
or statements will appear; the Society reserving its material and 
permission to reprint any or all of it until its committee report is 


issued. 
We congratulate the S. P. R. upon this prudent wisdom. 


* * 


The same issue of the S. P. R. Journal brings us one of the 
most encouraging signs of psychological progress in the study 
of mediumship that it has been our good fortune to see in any 
periodical in years. The Rev. W. S. Irving has expressed his 
“Thoughts on Trance Phenomena” most luminously and has 
suggested solutions to psychic puzzles which strongly appeal to 
our own judgment, formed upon similar grounds. 

He finds it probable that, in trance communications, (1) 
“the bulk of the material to be given is prepared beforehand 
by some inte/ligence—possibly learned by heart.” In certain 
cases under my own observation, where the appointment for sit- 
tings has been rather mechanically recorded and held in mind 
only by use of an engagement calender kept by a secretary, or in 
some similar fashion, there has seemed to be no communicator. 
The work has been almost a flat failure; the only good bits being 
in the nature of character reading. Apparently no mind had been 
able to gather from the sitter’s mental attitude that there was 
to be an open door for communication on the given date, and noth- 
ing had been prepared. 

Mr. Irving’s second point is “ that the material is mainly re- 
ceived telepathically by the controlled medium, through what 
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appears to the sitter to be the ordinary sources of sight, hearing, 
smell, etc.; so that everything happens as if the control actually 
saw, heard, and smelt what is being transmitted and interprets 
accordingly.” In this we cannot fully concur, but it is a point 
worthy of study in the course of one’s experiments. 

The third point made is, “that the process of transmission 
requires continual concentration on the part of the communicator, 
to such an extent that the communicator is by no means always 
aware whether or not the control has received the message cor- 
rectly, or what is being taken down by the sitter. There is 
therefore here a twofold possibility of error in transmission.” In 
this again our experience echoes the finding and supports it. 

Mr. Irving bases his points upon a study of a considerable 
number of sittings with Mrs. Leonard, whose guide is the East 
Indian Feda, well known to the readers of the Leonard Book 
Tests and of the Raymond communications. It is seldom that 


so well thought out a paper is presented or one upon so large 
a basis. 


** * * 


Dr. Schiller, in the same Journal, presents an interesting 
brief report of a case of apparent communication, through a 
medium, by a person living, but suffering from senile dementia. 


* * * 


The March-April Revue Métapsychique contains a leading 
article on “ Endoplasms ” by Dr. Geley; “ A case of prevision of 
the Individual Future ” by Jean Lefebvre; “ The Experiments of 
Dr. Kotik in Telepathy and Clairvoyance,” by René Sudre; and 
a long discussion by Dr. Geley of Dr. Osty’s recent book, La Con- 
naissance Supranormale, under the title of “ Human Personality 
and its Supranormal Knowledge, and its possible applications to 
police work.” It also devotes several pages to a synopsis of Dr. 
Prince’s report on the Hand Case, in the February Journal. For 
those who can read French the Revue is invaluable. The foreign 
subscription is thirty francs a year and it is issued bi-monthly. 
We shall be glad to put our readers in the way of it. 

* * & 


The Journal is much indebted from time to time for kind as- 
sistance from a number of its members in translating articles 
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from the French, the German, the Spanish and the Italian pub- 
lications and contributors for our pages. We have long had this 
courtesy from Mme. Louise de Montalvo, who has translated for 
us from the Italian and French; from Mr. Francis Hyslop, who 
has ably assisted us in translations from the Spanish; and more 
recently Mme. Dario, one of our new members, has assisted us 
also with translations from the French. As readers will notice, 
we have recently had the very generous contribution of time for 
the translation of the Franek-Kluski series, which is still run- 
ning, by Mrs. Helen C. Lambert. Readers of the early volumes 
of the Journal will recall that Mrs. Lambert contributed some 
experiences which were very fully and carefully reported at the 
time, under the editorship of Dr. Hyslop. We feel ourselves 
fortunate in having not only these but still other members who 
have offered their services as translators from various other 
tongues, when need arises. There is so much more universal ac- 
tivity and interest in psychic matters the world around than 
was the case when our work began that we find ourselves more 
enriched by the opportunity to share what others are reporting in 
their research periodicals. There are several growing Spanish 
Journals being published in Spain and South America, and of 
course the well-known French and English and German ones on 
the Continent—all of which we try to follow for our readers. 
* * * 


In speaking of translators, we may appropriately refer to the 
masterly work of Mr. Stanley De Brath, who has translated from 
the French the Traité de Métapsychique of Professor Richet. 
The title of the work in English is “ Thirty Years of Psychic 
Research,” and the volume has had other discussion in our 
columns. Our purpose here is merely to call attention to the 
pleasant and accurate English of Mr. De Brath’s translation. 
He has long had experience in writing upon the subject, many of 
his excellent articles appearing in the weekly “ Light,” published 
in England. No doubt his former position, as Assistant Secre- 
tary to the Government of India in the Public Works Depart- 
ment, fostered his interest in what Dr. Richet has termed 
“metapsychical study.” Certainly no one without such an in- 
terest could achieve so excellent a translation of so difficult and 
detailed a work. Those who cannot read the French original are 
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to be congratulated upon access to its counterpart in Mr. De 
Brath’s translation, for this is a volume every psychic researcher 
will have to familiarize himself with. It challenges the attention 
of the serious student of our problems. 

* * # 


A paper upon “The Value of Cumulative Evidence” was 
written by Miss H. A. Dallas for a meeting of the London Spirit- 
ualist Alliance, early in the spring of this year. It has been 
printed in “ Light ”, March 31-April 7, 1923, and we commend it 
to the attention of our readers. Miss Dallas, whose interest in 
the psychic began from the scientific angle, though she is now a 
convinced spiritist, has always maintained a poised and impartial 
judgment of psychic experiments and experiences. She is un- 
usually gifted in both the critical and appreciative faculties, and 
we feel that her excellent results from psychics are a tribute to her 
excellence as an experimenter and sitter. It has been our obser- 
vation that with the best of intent some persons make but poor 
sitters. They seldom receive anything of importance or interest 
at any sittings, even with the highly developed psychics who have 
secured the best sort of evidence for others. Miss Dallas is one 
of those whose personality contributes rather than detracts from 
a séance, her experience covering thirty years; and her advice to 
those who investigate is important and valuable. 

She has been for some time an honorary associate of our 
Society. It is a pleasure to call attention to her paper. If it 
were not that to abbreviate it is to injure it, we should briefly 
report it. It is already pithy and concise, and cannot well be 
further condensed. 

One instance of her wording we quote, for its excellence, as 
follows : 

“If we want to estimate fairly the mass of facts which claim 
to attest communication from those who have died, we should 
particularly note :— 

“1. Characteristics, i. e., the tokens whereby the communi- 
cating intelligences are recognised and identified by those who 
knew them well on earth. 

“2. Indications of knowledge possessed by the communi- 
cator but unknown to anyone present, until verified later. 

“3. Indications of a selective mind in the choice of the 
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matter communicated, and of a deliberate plan on the part of the 
same. 


“4. Spontaneous and appropriate manifestations.” 
* * * 

A friend has very kindly sent us a marked copy of “ Zion’s 
Herald” published on December 13, 1922. It contains “ An 
Appraisal of Spiritualism,” by the Rev. A. B. Tyler. The 
“ Herald ” is the official organ of the Methodist Episcopal Church 
in New England. It is therefore an especial pleasure to be able 
to quote from the article, which is very fairminded and written 
by one well read in the literature of our subject, the following 
statement, with which he opens his article: 

“In his ‘Galusha the Magnificent’ Joseph C.: Lincoln por- 
trays as an important character in a Cape Cod town a half- 
crazed man, the victim of a foolish woman who claims to be a 
‘medium’ controlled by a spirit who brings messages from the 
captain’s deceased wife. The medium is a fake, pure and simple 
—though her motives are not pure, and the captain, even more 
than the woman, is simple. We are amused, tolerant, and superior 
as we read of these experiences ‘ down on the Cape.’ How silly is 
the captain, how credulous, how gullible! Strange that anyone 
can be so feeble-minded as to believe in spiritualism! Like Ste- 
venson’s proper child, we smile indulgently upon these less fa- 
vored mortals. 

* But some day we stumble upon the fact that John Ruskin 
was converted through spiritualism. Then if we note that Robert 
Louis Stevenson, Alfred Tennyson, A. R. Wallace, William 
James, J. H. Hyslop, William Crookes, W. E. Gladstone, A. J. 
Balfour, Conan Doyle, Oliver Lodge, Henri Bergson, are to be 
numbered with those who believe that communication with the 
‘dead ” is more or less common, we shall cease to suppose that 
belief in spiritualism implies feeble-mindedness or unintelligence ; 
we shall, perhaps, deem it worth while to investigate a bit; we 
may even wonder if we were hasty in judgment in condemning 
‘ spiritists.’ 

In concluding the article, Mr. Tyler quotes well-chosen para- 
graphs from Dr. Hyslop’s “ Contact with the Other World” 
with the comment: 

“If spiritualism has been the means of bringing such men as 
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John Ruskin, Cesare Lombroso, William James, and J. H. Hyslop 
to an awareness of their spiritual life, it is of worth. 

“As a practical matter, we note that a great body of edu- 
cated people are apart from the church. Can we find a method 
that will appeal to them? Again, in our emphasis upon social 
welfare, we run the risk of tending to an undue emphasis upon 
materialities, and neglect the worthier stress upon the spirit. 
Let us take care how we walk.” 


* * #* 


Mr. Edward Sanford Martin, the delightful editor of “ Life ” 
and of “ Harper’s Monthly Magazine ” speaks some sane words 
editorially in Harper’s for May upon the problems confronting 
society at this crucial period, in its educational aspects. In 
referring to the attempted and suggested solutions by the Car 
negie Corporation and Foundation, Mr. Martin calls attention to 
the fact that the way to reduce the cost of caring for lunatics, 
incurables and incapables is to cure their lunacy or incapacity. 
He remarks: “ As one looks on, the best hope for new light and the 
accomplishment of that purpose comes, as usual, from outside of 
all the organizations, from the increase of knowledge about the 
nature and powers of man..... 

“...Some of these things are important. They are the real 
background and basis of religion. They have to do with the 
invisible world and its inhabitants. They have to do with im- 
mortality, that is to say, the continuation of life after death. 
They have to do with the government of the will and with the 
influence that one person has upon another, and also with cures 
and diseases.......... They all deal with the invisible forces 
still obscurely understood. They all recognize more or less that 
there is something more to man than his body, something more 
than his mind. But knowledge about these matters has not been 
teachable in the schools of organized education like most other 
scientific knowledge. It has been a dangerous exploration, and 
people who have followed it have been unfavorably regarded. 
Organized education has been contemptuous of it. The churches 
as a rule have discouraged it.......... Knowledge in these 
curious, obscure and disreputable matters is really accumulating. 
It does not come from the inside of science or from the inside of 
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churches, nor is it promoted by Dr. Pritchett or his organizations 
or by the Rockefeller Institute that studies medicine. It butts in 
from the outside, to the scandal of all the priesthoods—that of 
ministers, that of doctors, that of scientists. But this is usually 
the way with new knowledge. Any really great idea has to fight 
its way into comprehension against all the efforts of the authori- 
ties who have charge of the human mind to keep it out. No con- 
siderable thing was ever done easily and with approval of ob- 
servers. Back of it there will always be faith and a kind of 
desperate courage.” 

In Collier’s Weekly for June 23rd Mr. Martin has an excellent 
page on “ Spiritism.” From it we can quote that which to us on 
the outposts is an enheartening word from a leader of the ranks: 

“....We begin to have some idea of what we don’t know, and 
that is very important ; some comprehension of the existence of an 
immense field of knowledge still before us, enormously interesting, 
enormously important, containing secrets that must affect all 
habits of life, but which we still have merely scratched... ... 

“ Another thing that makes the human mind hospitable to 
these spiritist novelties is the sense in very many people that this 
is a time of a great world crisis; that great changes are impend- 
ing; that revolution in thought is necessary to the very survival 
of civilization ; that the world and mankind are in difficult straits, 
and need stronger medicine than usual—better knowledge, a bet- 
ter understanding of life, and better inspiration—to bring them 
through successfully......... 

“Tt is not outside of the philosophy of such minds that the 
invisihle should communicate with us........ The people con- 
cerned in it are honest, remarkably disinterested so far as money 
goes, and the best of them willing to work hard, take anxious 


chances, endure ridicule, and sacrifice much in order to help the 
world.” 


' * * * 





It is noteworthy that there are few who raise their voices on 
psychic problems as often or to as high a key as those whose very 
utterances prove their ignorance of the subject and whose history 
shows no record of experiment and observation in the psychic 
field. Like the quack doctors, they advertise their ignorance in 
cheap headlines all over the country. The only regrettable fea- 
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ture of the matter is that they do for a time deceive those who 
know no more than they and who look upon them as doctors of 
philosophical wisdom and therefore of authority. 

One prominent but not pre-eminent psychologist not so fear- 
ful but that he will lend his name to an interest sponsored by 
pre-eminent psychologists (for the excellent associations’ sake, 
mayhap,) in a public lecture before a group of young medical 
men who knew scarce anything of psychic history and science, 
boldly presented two reproductions of illustration from the 
Society’s Thompson Gifford report, offering them as wish-fulfil- 
ment evidence, on one occasion when the writer was present. He 
enabled himself to play this hoax—to speak as kindly as possible 
of it—by the simple ruse of cutting the signature and date out of 
one of the pictures, then garbling the account of the facts as 
presented by the Society, and omitting to mention even by impli- 
cation the source-book in which the original could be studied by 
the inquiring mind. 

Such men—it was not a woman—win the cheers of the 
ignorant at the cost of jeers by the informed. If they are willing 
thus to cheapen themselves one may in wisdom leave them to their 
own reward. For Truth rides roughshod over their futile and 
egoistic efforts and bursts their bubbles faster than they can 
blow them. 

* * * 

There is much amateur opinion floating about on the waves 
of psychic interest that ensphere our world. To the specialist in 
this field such admonitions and suggestions as are offered are in 
the main either behind the time or useless for their ineptness. 
The amateur mistakes so often the manifestation of one type for 
one belonging in an entirely different classification. 

He often suggests that elimination of telepathy is accom- 
plished by shutting persons out of the séance room who might 
possess the pertinent information. But he does not realize that a 
general and universal telepathy once granted, he can never argue 
its possible elimination. Walls, doors, even continental maps, 
cannot be argued to cut off that which is mental rather than 
physical. And telepathy as argued by an amateur, is practi- 
cally always mental. If he wish to argue spiritual telepathy, he 
shifts the entire ground of his argument perforce. 
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Camille Flammarion says in La Revue Spirite of May, 1923, 
that it is impossible not to recognize the action of an invisible 
intelligence in the phenomena of haunted houses. He cites the 
case of one Edmond Bourdain for an example. There is nothing 
unique in the history of haunted houses in the account and the 
case could have no possible scientific value. It is one of those 
incidents of childhood remembered in later life and undoubtedly 
colored by the passing of years. 

Ernest Bozzano has an article in the same magazine entitled, 
“Curious and Interesting Metapsychical Phenomena.” He re- 
lates the cases of two American mediums, who, though uneducated 
and having no possible access to literature, were able to write 
several books containing a fund of quotations from authors living 
and dead. 

Bozzano makes a telepathic rather than a spiritualistic ex- 
planation of these cases although admitting that spirits exist. 
He says that these mediums were on the same mental plane or 
orbit as the writers on whom they drew. Then if man is a spirit 
the “ rapport psychique ” could be established between the living 
and dead, though with more difficulty than between the living. 

He concludes by saying that we must not be partial to either 
the spiritual or psychical elements in a given case, but must 
determine exactly the rdle of each.—E. Coz. 

* * * 

Last October at the annual convention of the National Asso- 
ciation of Spiritualists in Chicago, Mr. Grimshaw, Superintendent 
of the Bureau of Education, recommended a plan for a Corre- 
spondence Course. The “ Course” is to cover two years, and will 
consist first of a “ General Course” of twenty-six typewritten 
lessons, giving an outline of the Historical, Scientific, Philosophi- 
cal and Religious aspects of Spiritualism. In addition a series of 
questions are submitted to the students monthly, answers to these 
questions to be submitted to the Superintendent of the Bureau for 
criticism and suggestions. These typewritten lessons are to re- 
inforced by suggestions of suitable books for supplemental read- 
ing. This course was started January Ist, over seventy students 
are enrolled and the work is proving eminently satisfactory to 
the association. 

The “General Course” will be followed by an “ Advanced 
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” 


Course” covering a deeper study of Mediumship and Its Laws, 
also such subjects as: The Spiritualism of the Bible, Higher 
Criticism, Evolution, Outlines of History, and a Review of the 
Principal Sciences and Religions. 

The plan is to include the establishing of a Summer School as 
one of the “ Summer Assemblies where the students can continue 
their studies, and submit to oral examinations, after which cer- 
tificates will be granted, which will put them in line as candidates 
for the degree of N. S. T. (National Spiritualist Teacher). 
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The last four pages contain definitions of psychic terms by 
Mr. J. Hewat McKenzie, Principal of the British College for Psy- 
chic Science. A volume that has decided interest for Christian 
and Hebrew psychic researchers. 











THE EDITOR’S PAGE 


ON READING OUR PUBLICATIONS. 


The writer has been surprised at the number of people he has 
met—members of the Society—who say they do not read our 
publications. 

Of course, his experience is only an infinitesimal part of the 
whole, and it is quite possible that, were the whole membership 
heard from, the verdict would be entirely the other way. 

But, what he has heard, he has heard; some of it from those 
high in authority; and it has given him cause for reflection—if 
not disquietude. Too many seem to have the attitude to the So- 
ciety that some men have to the Church—an institution to be re- 
spected and supported, but not a substitute for golf; while they 
treat its publications as they do the Scriptures—books to be 
seen but not read. 

This may be eminently satisfactory to some people. The 
writer is not one of them. He wants to know if it is generally so; 
he hopes it is not. But if it is so, he would like to know why, and 
if it can or ought to be remedied. 

Perhaps it cannot. There may be something occultly neces- 
sary and Mosaic in the way in which Psychical Research is trans- 
mitted to the public. It may require all the resources of punctua- 
tion and even of the deaf and dumb alphabet. “ Thou shalt set 
bounds unto the people round about, saying, Take heed to your- 
selves, that ye go not up into the mount, or touch the border of 
it.” In more scientific days these would be barbed wire entangle- 
ments, and, truly, the printed page has often made a No-Man’s 
Land to the reader. 

Is it necessary? 

There are preachers who would think they were not orthodox 
if they saw their churches full of people; just as there are teach- 
ers who would think they were not scientific if their pupils seemed 
to enjoy their teaching. According to their point of view, the 
best goods are unsold; the best books unread; the most learned 
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professors unsought ; and the staunchest defenders of the faith are 
to be found thundering in empty churches. 

Alas! It is true—sometimes. 

What is the reason? Is it that the multitude is ever a silly 
herd, seeking only to be amused! 

Alas! It is true—sometimes. 

But only sometimes. 

There are great books that are read; great pictures that are 
admired ; great teachers with full classes; and preachers who tell 
the truth to crowds. Even sunsets and singing birds are popular ; 
and they are true—fairly so! 

There is no virtue in merely being dull, any more than in be- 
ing dirty. It may be simply stupidity. There is no evidence for 
truth in scorning an audience. It may be class insolence. So a 
book gains no authority from being unread. These are the super- 
stitions of the scribes, who were horrified at the popularity of 
Jesus and condemned him because “ the common people heard him 
gladly.” 

May it not apply to Psychical Research? It should have no 
yearning to be popular; and no objection to it. It should not 
lower any scientific standards, but rather raise them. For in 
truth there is always a certain clarity and suavity; while muddy 
thinking is always unscientific. 

Perhaps we are not unreadable! We hope there will be many 
to rise up and say they read our publications from cover to 
cover. The writer is one of them. The proof reader is another. 

“Ts Psychical Research readable?” If it is not, can it be 
made so without becoming unscientific? 

The ideal should be,—the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth,—told in such a way that the greatest number of 
people can profit by it and enjoy it. Perhaps this is unattain- 
able. One man said, “If you listen to the multitude in Psychical 
Research you will be printing horoscopes.” 

Personally, horoscopes are deadly to us; we can make neither 


head nor tail of them. 
* * * 


Your attention is called to the “ Publication Fund ” on the 


last page of the cover, and contributions for that purpose will 
be most gratefully received. 
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